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THE BEFORE TIME 
by Mark Waid 


Q: What did the first homo sapiens say to the last cro-magnon? 
A: “Hey, will you write an introduction to my book?” 


Hi, I’m Mark Waid, former comics superstar. You may remember me from such award-winning series as X-0 
MANOWAR, THE KINGDOM, and CRUX, a.k.a. The Watchmen of CrossGen Comics. Yes, back in the BeforeTime, 
| was everywhere. | had my choice of plum assignments, and the riches and fame that come with being an 
internationally famous comic book author were mine for the taking. Life was a fairy-tale ride of royalty checks 
and Cuervo Gold margaritas fetched by comely comicon volunteers at the snap of the fingers. “So how,” you 
would naturally ask aloud if you somehow thought you were actually looking at me and not page five of a trade 
paperback, “how is it, Mark--l’m sorry, | mean, ‘how is it, Mr. Waid’--how is it that someone of your legendary 
stature ends up penning an introductory text piece for a collection such as this? 


“Is it because you find Robert Kirkman’s writing fresh and his character voices clever without being precious and 
unique without being inaccessible? 


“Is it because, in the endless sea of repetition that is mainstream superhero comics, you’re delighted to find 
yourself genuinely surprised each and every month by the twists and turns in INVINCIBLE? 


“Is it--I’m sorry, of course, it clearly states right here in the fine print that I’m not allowed to make direct eye 
contact with you, my apologies--is it because you admire the skill with which Kirkman and his collaborators cram 
so much entertainment into each and every issue? Is that why you agreed to write an introduction, Mr. Waid?” 


No. 
| said I'd do this because it’s the only assignment Kirkman’s not already taken. 


| admit, | shared nothing but thoughts of encouragement and mentorly congratulations over the past couple of 
years when our young Mr. Kirkman, a poor mountaineer who barely kept his family fed, went from writing one 
or two regular series to three, then four. Even at five, six, and seven, | gave him my blessings, never realizing 
what was inevitably to befate me until it was far too late. 


Gradually, Kirkman was everywhere. EVERYWHERE. Suddenly, Judd Winick started having to hunt for new 
assignments, then Mark Millar, as--one by one--Kirkman’s little hillbilly laptop, not sated by producing the plots 
and dialogue for every Image Comic out there, devoured half the gigs available at Marvel, then the other half. 
Geoff Johns found himself reduced to writing greeting cards once Robert set his sights on DC (“I can write DOOM 
PATROL on Thursdays between five and six,” he said, but then, who can’t?), and Gail Simone was last seen 
scratching out “Will banter wittily for food” signs alongside Greg Rucka. 


And now | sit here in the flickering candlelight of hopelessness, desperate to pick up the pocket change 
someone’s going to--GET AWAY FROM ME, BENDIS, YOU &%!$%#, FIND YOUR OWN “&$!%# WORK!--someone’s 
going to hand me in exchange for these five hundred words. It’s the only assignment Kirkman’s left any of 
us. It’s all there is to do, and | will protect it as the only lifeline remaining to me, Mark Waid, former comics 
superstar. It’s all | have-- 


--oh, Jesus. | think | heard him. 


I did. That's HIM. 
He’s coming. 
He’s CO-- 
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INVINCIBLE! 
YOU SAID WHEN 
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GOING ON! SOMETHING IS 
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SEE? WE CAN 
STILL GET 
ALONG! 
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YOU ARE THE SON, HALF OF THE 
fe) 


URED MANY AGES 
AGO. THE DESTRUCTION HE CAUSED 


[= 
CLOTHING TO STUDY 
THE PROPERTIES OF 
THIS DIMENSION. 
OVER TIME-- 
WE LEARNED TO 
COUNTERACT THE SIDE 
NOW, WITH OUR @: 
FINALLY HAVE OUR 
REVENGE! 


THE ADVANCED 
AGING WASN’T THIS 
IMMEDIATE LAST TIME. THE 
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KEEPING THEM 
HERE WOULD BE A 
DEATH SENTENCE. 

HOPEFULLY THEY’VE 

LEARNED THEIR 

ESSON. 
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IT |S NOT 
MATHEMATICALLY 
INCONCEIVABLE THAT 
AT SOME POINT WE 
WILL ENCOUNTER AN 
APVERSARY THAT 
REALIZES THE ERROR 
OF THEIR WAYS AND 
GIVES eae 


PLANS FO 
REVENGE 
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THIS DIDN’T GO QUITE AS 
SMOOTH AS I CALCULATED 
IT WOULD, BUT I CAN ONLY 

ASSUME IT WOULD HAVE 
BEEN MUCH WORSE WITHOUT 
YOUR ASSISTANCE. THANKS 

OR TAGGING ALONG, 


FOR 
EVE ANP INVINCIBLE. 


A 


FANTASTIC. 
I’VE GOTA 


DATE 
SHOULD BE SENDING 
IN SOME TEAMS TO TONIGHT. 
CLEAR OUT THE AREA... 
LOOKS LIKE WE 
CAN HEAD ON 
HOME. 
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CECIL SAYS YOU’RE 
ONE OF THE GOOD GUYS. 
I HAVE MY SUSPICIONS. IT’S 
BEEN MY EXPERIENCE THAT 
APPLES RARELY FALL FAR 
FROM THE TREE... EVEN IF 
THEY TELL THEMSELVES 
OTHERWISE AT 
FIRST. 


I’M GOING 
TO BE KEEPING 
AN EYE ON YOU. 
WON’T LET YOU 
FULFILL HIS MISSION. 
I SEE ONE SIGN OF 
YOU CHANGING 
SIDES AND I’M 
TAKING YOU 
OUT. 
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I’LL BE 
WATCHING 
YOU. 


——————— = 


I FOUGHT HIM. I TRIED 
TO STOP HIM. I Stoop 
AGAINST HIM FoR THIS 
WORLD. FOR A MOMENT, I a 
EVEN HELD MY OWN ae, 
AGAINST HIM... MORE | \ | 
THAN I CAN SAY 7 ) 
FOR YOU. ; 
CECIL oS @ 
HAS IT ALL 5 NS 
ON TAPE IF (as 
YOU DON’T 
BELIEVE 4 
Me. 


AWARE OF 
ALL OF THAT. 


DOUBTS. 


DON’T THAT’S NOT 
MIND HIM... IMPORTANT. WE 
HE’S AN HAVE A SITUATION 
ENORMOUS HERE, MARK. 
JERK. SOMETHING TRULY 
UNFORTUNATE HAS 
HAPPENED. 


HOW DID 


= YOU GET IN 
é HERE? 


YOUR FATHER... THE 
EARPIECE HE HAD THAT 
LET HIM COMMUNICATE 
WHAT’S WITH ME. IT WORKED 
GOING BOTH WAYS, WE WERE 
ABLE TO RECORD 
EVERYTHING HE 

SAID TO YOU 
BEFORE HE LEFT 
THE PLANET. 


YOU ALREADY TOLD ME 
THAT... THAT’S HOW 
YOU KNEW I TRIED 

TO FIGHT HIM. 


I DON’T KNOW 


IT’S BEEN 
LEAKED 
TO THE 


THE ENTIRE 
RECORDING-- 
EVERYTHING FROM 
HIS ENCOUNTER WITH 
THE IMMORTAL TO HIM 
LEAVING THE PLANET. 
EVERY SINGLE SECOND, 


COMPLETELY UNEDITED... 


IT’S ALL OUT THERE 
Now. 


WHO LEAKED IT... BUT 
I WILL FIND OUT, AND IT 
WON’T BE PRETTY. We’RE 
MONITORING EVERYONE THAT HAD 
ACCESS TO THE RECORDING NOW. A 
SIMPLE SCAN OF SPENDING HABITS 
OVER THE NEXT FEW MONTHS SHOULD 
REVEAL THE CULPRIT. I’M 
SURE THEY MADE QUITE 
A SUM OF MONEY 
OFF THE SALE. 


IT’S BEING 
AIRED IN A SPECIAL 
ON ONE OF THE 
NETWORK STATIONS, 
BUT EXCERPTS HAVE 
BEEN RUNNING ON 
THE NEWS AND IN 
PROMOS FOR THE 
SPECIAL ALL DAY 
LONG. 


I WOULD 
HAVE TOLD 
YOU EARLIER, 
BUT IT WANTED 
TO TELL YOU IN 
PERSON. 


BUT--THE THINGS HE YOUR IDENTITY IS NOT COMPROMISED. NEITHER YOU NOR YOUR FATHER 


SAID... THE THINGS HE HE NEVER REFERRED TO YOU AS ANYTHING HAVE EVER BEEN ASSOCIATED 
TALKED ABOUT... OTHER THAN “SON” OR “MARK.” IT WAS WITH ANY SPECIFIC AREA OF 
THAT WOULD ALREADY PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE THAT YOU THE COUNTRY. YOU HAVE NO 
MEAN-- WERE HIS SON. HE DIDN’T REFER TO YOUR METROPOLIS. ASIDE FROM 
MOTHER BY NAME AT ANY TIME. HE MADE YOUR INVOLVEMENT WITH 


NO REFERENCE TO HIS NAME, HIS JOB, 
ANY LOCATIONS... NOTHING WAS 
SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED. 


YOUR PHYSICS TEACHER, 
THERE’S NOTHING TO TIE 
YOU WITH THIS REGION. 

FOR THE MOST PART, 
YOU’VE BOTH BEEN 
ACTIVE IN ALL PARTS 
OF THE WORLD. IT’S 
ONLY SPECULATED 
THAT YOU ARE 
AMERICAN. 


Ye) 
YOU COULD 
BE ANY NUMBER 
OF THOUSANDS 
OF “MARKS” ON 

THIS EARTH. 


MY MAIN CONCERN 
IS YOUR MOTHER. THE Wi, THANKS, 
INTIMATE DETAILS OF YOUR ) CECIL. T 
DISCUSSION WITH YOUR FATHER yl P REALLY 
NEARLY PUT HER INTO SHOCK Ni APPRECIATE 
BEFORE. SHE DIDN’T SPEAK ; THIS. 
FOR NEARLY TWO WEEKS, / 7): 
ALMOST THE ENTIRE jae a” 


TIME YOU WERE 
UNCONSCIOUS. “=| 


ALL THINGS SHE’S = 
HEARD BEFORE BUT I 
DON’T KNOW THAT SHE’S 
READY TO HEAR IT AGAIN. 
IF THERE’S ANYTHING I 
CAN DO, PLEASE... DON’T [| 
HESITATE TO LET Hh AND DON’T 
Me KNOW. WORRY... WE'LL 
GET THE GUY 
RESPONSIBLE FOR 
WON'T HAPPEN 
A 
ACOAIN AND WITH 


THAT I MUST 
MAKE MY EXIT. 
ONE TO TELEPORT, 
STAND BY. 


TELEPORT? 
WE CAN PO 
THAT?! 


WE JUST GOT IT. IT COSTS 
TAXPAYERS FIVE MILLION 
DOLLARS EVERY TIME WE 

USE IT BUT I JUST 

HAP TO TRY IT. 


WE’RE 
READY FOR 
YOU. 


HEY, MAN... T 
SAW SHRINICING 
RAY’S NEW 
COSTUME TODAY. 
NICE JOB. 


WHO GOULD 
IT BE THIS 


I’M 
TELLING YOU 
THE TRUTH 
FOR THE FIRST 
TIME IN YOUR 
LIFE! 


OH, MARK... I 
DIDN’T KNOW 
YOU WERE 
HOME. 


I’M FINE, DEBBIE. IT’S 
YOU THAT I’M WORRIED 
ABOUT. 


HI, ART-- 
YOU BEEN 
OKAY 2 


IF YOU’RE 

IN THE MOOD 

TO TALK, I’D BE 

HAPPY TO LISTEN 
TO WHATEVER 

YOU’VE GOT 


TRUST ME... 

I HAVE SOME 
THINGS 1’D LIKE 
TO GET OFF MY 

CHEST BUT 


WELL, I’M GOING TO TURN IN. 
I--UH... I’VE GOT MY FIRST DAY 
BACK TO SCHOOL TOMORROW 
AND I DON’T WANT TO 
Be DOZING OFF 
IN CLASS. 


GOODNIGHT. 


DEREK 
AND--WELL... 
A BUNCH OF 
Kips! 


You 
STILL THINK py 
IMA ] 
FREAK?! 


I DON’T CARE WHO Ned 
STARTED IT, DEREK. THIS 
ISN’T THE WAY YOU REACT 

TO INSTIGATION. YOU’RE 

ALL IN TROUBLE... I 

WANT YOU ALL IN MY 
OFFICE 


Now. 


OKAY FELLAS... 
THIS FIGHT IS OVER. 
LET’S TAKE IT TO Sieg 


MARK, I DIPN’T KNOW YOU 
WERE BACK ALREADY. IF YOU 
COULP COME TO MY OFFICE 

IN A FEW MINUTES... T 


OKAY. SORRY. YOU GUYS WANT 
TO GO OUT FOR A QUICK BITE AT 


THE BURGER MART AFTER 
SCHOOL TODAY? IT MIGHT 
HELP TAKE YOUR MIND 
OFF THINGS, MARK. T THINK 


DON’T WORRY. I’ve 
GOT PLENTY OF STUFF 
TO DO TODAY, AND I DON’T 
WANT TO BREAK UP YOUR 
LITTLE BOYS CLUB. YOU GO 
HAVE FUN. I’VE GOT TO 
GET TO CLASS. LATER GUYS. 


OH, DUDE... THAT DID 


COOL. IT’S BEEN A 
WHILE SINCE We’VE ALL 
HUNG OUT AFTER SCHOOL. 
THIS’LL BE FUN. THAT IS... 
ER... UNLESS YOU’D 
RATHER PO SOMETHING 
ELSE, EVE. OR... YOU 
COULD TAG 
ALONG. 


WE’RE GOING OUT, MAN. 
WE’RE TOTALLY A COUPLE! 
AND I’VE GOT YOU AND 
YOUR DAP TO THANK 
FOR IT! 


NOT COME OUT THE WAY 
I MEANT IT TO... REALLY... 
I DIDN’T MEAN TO 
MAKE IT SOUND WHATEVER. 
LIKE... I’ve GOT TO 
GET TO 
CLASS. 


WILLIAM... 


AMBER! 
HEY. 


NONE OF 


I’VE BEEN SO WORRIED 
ABOUT YOU. I HEARD ABOUT 
YOUR DAD... AND I’M SO 
SORRY THAT HAPPENED... 

BUT THEN WHEN YOU 

WERE OUT OF SCHOOL 
FOR SO LONG... 


I KNOW... 

I MISSED You 
ALOT. MY MOM 
ANP I WERE OUT 

OF TOWN FOR QUITE 
A WHILE FoR THE 

FUNERAL. MY DAD, 
UH... WASN’T 

FROM AROUND 

HERE... 


I’VE GOT TO GO TALK 
TO PRINCIPAL WINSLOW 
NOW... BEFORE I’M TOO 

LATE FOR CLASS. 
T’LL CALL YOU. 


CAN I COME 
OVER TONIGHT? 
I REALLY WANT 
TO SEE YOU. 


I DON’T KNOW... 

I’M NOT SURE IF MY 
MOM IS UP FOR VISITORS 
JUST YET. T’LL CALL 
YOU, OKAY? I JUST 
DON’T KNOW HOW 
THINGS ARE... 


MARK, THANKS FOR COMING BY. I JUST == I ONLY MET YOUR FATHER ONCE 
WANTED TO CHAT WITH YOU ABOUT CURRENT AT A PTA MEETING WHEN YOU WERE 
EVENTS. I’VE BEEN MADE AWARE OF A FRESHMAN, BUT I COULD TELL 
EVERYTHING THAT’S BEEN GOING JUST FROM THAT BRIEF MEETING 
ON WITH YOU AND I’D LIKE TO THAT HE WAS A GOOD 
OFFER MY CONDOLENCES MAN. 
FOR YOUR LOSS. 


I’ve BEEN TOLD 
THAT I’VE GOT AN 
UNCANNY ABILITY 
FOR JUDGING THE 
CHARACTER OF 
A PERSON. 


WELL 
=a THANKS, 
sie. 


I’M NOT DONE YET, 
MARK. I WAS TOLD YOU 
GOT A FULL SCHOLARSHIP 
TO UPSTATE UNIVERSITY 
AND I WANTED TO 
CONGRATULATE YOU. 
YOU’VE MADE A Goop 
CHOICE, THAT’S A FINE 
SCHOOL... AND IT SEEMS 

YOUR ACADEMIC 
RECORD HAS REALLY 
IMPRESSED 
THEM. 


I UNDERSTAND THAT 
I HAVE MAKE-UP WORK, 
SiR. BUT I’VE ONLY 
BEEN BACK ONE DAY... 
I’LL DO MY BEST, 


I KNOW, SON. DON’T WORRY. 
WHAT I WAS GETTING AT IS THAT 
YOU’VE MISSED ALITTLE OVER 

THREE WEEKS OF SCHOOL... 
THAT'S A LOT TO MAKE UP. 
WHILE I CAN’T MAKE ALL 
THAT WORK JUST GO AWAY 
I JUST WANTED TO LET YOU 
KNOW THAT WE IN THE 
FACULTY KNOW WHAT 
YOU’RE GOING THROUGH... 
AND WE WANT YOU 
TO GRADUATE AS 
PLANNED. 


BUT... 
YOUR SENIOR 
YEAR ISN’T 
OVER JUST 
YET. 


Give YOU 
TIME TO MAKE 
UP THE 
WORK. 


YOU’VE 
GOT NOTHING 
TO WORRY 
ABOUT HERE, 
MARK. 
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GOTTEN AS MAD 
A 
BEGIN WITH. 


NO WAY, DUDE. I TOTALLY 
UNDERSTAND WHY YOU GOT 
$0 MAD. I WAS COMPLETELY 
OUT OF LINE. YOU HAD THAT MAY 
EVERY RIGHT TO BE Be TRUE... BUT 
PISSED. THE THING IS, WE’RE 


STILL, MAN... \ 
I WANT YOU TO 
KNOW... 17M 
REALLY SORRY. 
A = I DIPN’T MEAN 
a ‘0 BRING IT UP 
= LIKE THAT. 
iS 
Xi 


Cy — 


YEAH, TO SAY THE 
LEAST. I WOULDN'T 
HAVE EXPECTED 
THAT IN A MILLION 
YEARS. 


H N, 
GUYS! {T'S NOT 
THAT HARP TO 
ELIeve. eve 


JAVEN’ 
SEEN yOu. IN 
HERE ee YOu 
IT, 1k. WHAT 
HAVE'YOU "BEEN UP PLEASE. 


TO Yo CAN WE DO 
EVER ect A NEW THIS ANOTHER 
JOB? TIME? 


16 $0, I 
sce YOU WERE 
SMART ENOUGH 
NOT TO PUT ME 


REFERENCE. 


\ T'S THE 
MATTER, MARK? 
J JUST LEA 
>, AND JU 4 
THINK AGAIN 
7 KID! 
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WHY DON’T 
JUST LEAVE alm 


LOOK, 
JERKFACE 
As / if = ALONE?! 
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YOU DID WELL 
IN SAUDI ARABIA 


I BELIEVE THEY Were 
CALLED--DIDN’T CAUSE 
MUCH DAMAGE... AND IT 

WASN’T TOO LONG AN 

INCIDENT. WE’RE NOT 

IMPRESSED, BUT 
YOUR TEAM IS 
IMPROVING. LZ, 


THIS IS BULLETPROOF, HE 
WAS AT THE AUDITIONS YOU HELD 
EARLIER BUT YOU FELT HE DIDN’T 

MAKE THE CUT. HE’S AS FAST AS 

THE REP RUSH AND ALMOST 

AS INVULNERABLE AG... 
ER... OMNI-MAN. 


WHICH IS 
WHY WE’RE 
EXPANDING 
THE TEAM. 


ALSO FLY... 
SOMETHING YOUR 
TEAM SORELY NEEDS. 
I THINK HE’LL 
MAKE A FINE 
ADDITION. 


THAT COUPLED WITH YOUR 
PLACEMENT IN THE ORIGINAL 
GUARDIANS’ BASE WITH THE 

ADDED RESOURCES IT BRINGS 
SHOULD IMPROVE THE OVERALL 
DYNAMIC OF THIS 

TEAM. 


HOW PIP We 
SECURE THIS BASE? 
I WAS UNDER THE 
IMPRESSION THAT 
THE REPRESENTATIVES 
OF DARKWING AND WAR 
WOMAN WOULD NOT 
ALLOW US TO USE IT. 


q 
TODAY. THE FLAXANS-- 
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ue 


I’M GLAD YOU 
FEEL THAT WAY 
BUT I DO NOT AGREE 
WITH YOUR INITIAL 
ASSESSMENT OF MY 
TEAM. I THINK WE 
ARE MORE THAN 
CAPABLE-- 


NO. YOUR 
RESPONSE TIME 
IS NEARLY HALF OF 
WHAT THE ORIGINAL 
TEAM BOASTED. WE 
DIDN’T EXPECT YOU TO 
COMPLETELY FILL 
THEIR SHOES BUT 
WE DID NOT EXPECT 
YOU TO FALL SO 
SHORT. 


BUT NOT 
NEARLY AS 


C 9 


“FINE” 
BEING THE 
OPERATIVE 


as 


HE HAD A SMALL 
INVOLVEMENT WITH 
THE PREVIOUS OWNERS, 
AND HE CAN BE VERY 
PERSUASIVE. 


NOT YET... 
BUT THE 
DAY’S STILL 
YOUNG. 


LEAVE YOU 
GIRLS TO GET 
ACQUAINTED. 


CONSULTANT? 


AM I BEING 
DEMOTED? 


BROUGHT IN ASA 
CONSULTANT. YOU 
CAN’T BOSS HIM AROUND 
AND HE CAN’T BOSS YOU 
AROUND. YOU ARE EQUALS, 
BUT YOU ARE IN CHARGE 
OF THE TEAM. HE’S JUST 
HERE TO OFFER ADVICE, 
AND ASSIST YOU IN EVERY 
WAY HE CAN. YOU CAN 
TAKE HIS ADVICE OR 
IGNORE IT... BUT I 
SUGGEST YOU TAKE IT. 


YOU WANT 

ME TO Give 

YOUALIEFT lg 
BACK? 


BUT Sik. 
WE SHOULD 
ONLY USE THE 
TELEPORTER IN 
CASES OF EXTREME 
EMERGENCY. YOU 
REALIZE THE COST 
DON’T YOU? YOU’VE 
ALREADY USED IT 
SIX TIMES THIS 
WEEK. 


IT THING 
1/M 
ADDICTED. 
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IT’S OKAY, 
I HAD ewe Now 
FORGOTTEN CALM DowN. 
HE WAS 
MOM! WHAT SCS OS GONE. 
HAPPENED? =|. Os 
RE Y. 


WHY DID 
YOU HAVE TO 
DRIVE HIM 
AWAY? 


— 
a y/ di 
/ {i 
fr S A 


\ 


“e@ 
4.) : 


Fal 
rae 


*e 
see 
eee 
Sosee 
See 


° 
tas 
ced 
Sce6 
°@6 
te 
yy 


° 
ie 
e@ 
*@ 
mY 


e e eee 
eof ry eo, 
*@ ee 
ty 
é bane) 
Be ee 
via nara: 
Pas ts ¥ 4 


“e 
eoeg 
2ee 


*e@ 
%e@ es 
2 +f 
4 


bs 4 
eee 
S86 


e 
) 44 
Lan 
4 on OG 
eee 
viene 


e 

@ th 

mee: 
ie: 


e 
Se 
@ 
44 
br 


a 
Do eG, 
iia 

ae 


} : 
sssees 
Me Pig 

ae 


¥4 
ee 
rae 


+ Oe, 
Ae. 
ie 


OUT OF HERE. 
“LL SEE YOU : 


ACTUALLY... 
DO YOU HAVE A 
MINUTE? I NEED 
TO TALK TO 


; SURE, BOSS. WE NEED TO DISCUSS IS THIS 
I’VE GOTA LITTLE YOUR BEHAVIOR. YOU ARE ABOUT THAT 
TIME. WHAT’S AN EXCELLENT MEMBER BULLETPROOF 
JERK? 


OF OUR TEAM. I DON’T WANT 
YOU TO THINK THIS IS ABOUT 
YOUR PERFORMANCE, 
BECAUSE IT HAS NOTHING 

TO DO WITH IT. YOU ARE A 
VERY PROPUCTIVE AND 
VALUED MEMBER OF THE 
GUARDIANS OF THE 
OBE. 


THE 
PROBLEM I 
HAVE WITH YOU 
IS YOUR CONDUCT 

DURING OUR 
DOWNTIMES. 


YES, THIS IS IN REFERENCE TO 
THE MANY ADVANCES YOU HAVE 

MADE TOWARDS BULLETPROOF. HE’S 
NOT COMFORTABLE WITH IT. HE BROUGHT IT 
TO MY ATTENTION. YOU’RE NOT IN TROUBLE... 
THIS IS JUST A WARNING. WE’D LIKE 

YOU TO STOP THIS BEHAVIOR 
IMMEDIATELY. 


I UNDERSTAND THAT 
YOU MEAN NO HARM BY IT 
BUT YOU MUST REALIZE THE KIND 
OF EFFECT IT CAN HAVE ON THOSE 
AROUND YOU. DUE TO YOUR 
APPEARANCE YOUR ACTIONS 
HAVE BEEN EXTREMELY 
INAPPROPRIATE. 


I’M A TWENTY-NINE 
YEAR OLD WOMAN, ROBOT! 
I HAVE FEELINGS AND 
EMOTIONS AND URGES JUST 
LIKE ANY NORMAL APULT. MY 
APPEARANCE IS AN UNFORTUNATE 
SIDE EFFECT OF MY SUPERPOWER 
BUT I CAN’T LET IT CRIPPLE 
ME FOR LIFE. 


L 
UNDERSTAND 


THAT, BUT-- 


NO YOU PON’T UNDERSTAND. 
EVER SINCE I GOT THESE POWERS 
WHEN I WAS SIXTEEN MY 

AGING PROCESS HAS 
BEEN REVERSED! 


I’VE GOT TO LOOK MYSELF IN 
THE MIRROR EVERY DAY AND WATCH 
EVERY SINGLE SIGN OF MATURITY 
AND GROWTH WASH AWAY! I COULDN’T 
GO TO MY SENIOR PROM BECAUSE 
I LOOKED LIKE A FOURTEEN 
YEAR OLD. 


I’VE DEALT 
WITH IT... L’VE TRIED 
EVERYTHING. THE ONLY 
THING THAT ALLOWS ME TO 
HAVE A HALFWAY NORMAL 


IE THINGS LIFE IS IF I IGNORE IT. 
KEEP GOING THE BUT IT’S ALWAYS THERE... 
WAY THEY’RE GOING... ALWAYS IN THE BACK OF 
I’M ABOUT EIGHT YEARS MY MIND. AND OTHER 


PEOPLE ARE ALWAYS 
THERE & REMIND 
E. 


AWAY FROM INFANCY. 
I’M GOING TO HAVE 
TO GIVE THIS 
UP SOON. 


I APOLOGIZE, 
I WAS UNAWARE 
I WOULD BE 
OPENING SUCH 
OLD WOUNDS. 
IF IT... 


Ow! WHAT 
ARE YOU 
DOING? 


I WILL LET YOU KNOW 
IF I DISCOVER ANYTHING. 
IN THE MEANTIME, 
PLEASE REFRAIN FROM 
HITTING ON YOUR 
TEAMMATES. 


ieee OKAY... 


= THANKS, 


SKIN SAMPLE. 
I WANT TO STUDY 
YOUR DNA... SEE IF 
MAYBE THERE’S 
SOMETHING I CAN DO 
TO COUNTER THE SIDE 
EFFECTS YOU ARE 

EXPERIENCING. 


I JUST DON’T 
KNOW WHAT TO SAY. 

I HAD BEEN DRINKING 
YESTERDAY AND--I’M SORRY 
ABOUT WHAT I SAID, MARK. 
I WISH I COULD TAKE 
IT BACK... I WISH IT HAD 
NEVER SAID THAT. 


I 
I STILL THINK ABOUT 
IT--WHAT IT WOULD 


w 
THINK LIKE THAT 
MARK. WE’VE GOT 
LIVES TO Live. YOU’VE 
GOT SCHOOL AND I-- 
IN FACT, SCHOOL 

STARTS IN ONE MINUTE. 
YOU’RE GOING TO 
Be LATE IF YOU 

DON’T a 


I WON’T BE 
BACK IN TIME FOR 
DINNER SO YOU MIGHT 
WANT TO ORDER 
A PIZZA OR 
SOMETHING. 


WE’RE GOING THROUGH A 
LOT, MOM. I KNOW IT. YOU’RE 
THE ONLY PERSON THAT HAS 

ANY IDEA WHAT I’M GOING 
THROUGH... AND VICE 

VERSA. I TOTALLY 
UNDERSTAND. 


TO BE 
HONEST, I 
THINK THE 

SAME THING 

SOMETIMES. 


YOU SHOULDN’T. YOU DID THE RIGHT 
THING, SON. THAT MAN... AS HARP AS IT 
IS FOR ME TO ADMIT IT... THAT MAN 

WHO WE KNEW AND LOVED... 
NEVER EXISTED. 


HE WAS A LIE. 

HE USED ME AND HE 
USED YOU. IT’S HARD FOR 
ME TO CONVINCE MYSELF 

THAT THE MAN I LOVED 
WAS NEVER REAL... BUT 
THAT’S WHAT I HAVE 
TO DO TO GET THROUGH 
THE DAY. 


I’M GOING I'LL BE 
TO BE HOME LATE FINE. T’LL 
TONIGHT. REMEMBER? SEE YOU 
YOUR FATHER’S TONIGHT. 
PUBLISHER IS FLYING 
ME TO CHICAGO 
TO SIGN SOME 
PAPERWORK. 


Gee 
aia AMBER! 
YOU’RE GOING 
TO BE LATE IF 
YOU DON’T 
HURRY. 
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YOU KNOW I’VE GOT STUDY HALL FIRST I’M SORRY AMBER, 
PERIOD. I CAN SHOW UP WHENEVER I’M GOING TO HAVE TO 
TI WANT. I WAS WAITING FOR YOU. 
I WANT TO TALK TO YOU, 
MARK. 


CAN WE 
GET TOGETHER 
TONIGHT? 


I DON’T 
REALLY KNOW. 
TONIGHT’S NOT 

REALLY A-- 


ALL pur STATES 
PENTAGON 


Parking in Rear 


IS THAT HIM?! YOU SAID 
YOU WOULP TURN HIM OVER 

TO US. WE DEMAND YOU 

ALLOW US TO LEAVE WITH 
HIM AT ONCE! 


WHAT'S 
GOING ON, 
CECIL? 


We’VeE GOT 
A SITUATION. 


YOU SAID 
YOU WOULD 

VERY WELL, 
BUT MAKE IT 
QUICK... WE 

MUST RETURN 

TO OUR 
KINGDOM. 


WELL... THIS IS KIND OF HARD TO 
EXPLAIN... SINCE THE INFORMATION 
ABOUT YOUR FATHER WAS BROADCAST 


4 
THEY HAVE NOW REQUIRED US TO HONOR 


SOME SORT OF LAW THEIR CIVILIZATION THEY WANT 
HAS... WE’RE LOOKING FOR A WAY YOUR FATHER... 
AROUND IT... BUT WE WEREN’T BUT THEIR LAW STATES 
ABLE TO AVOID TURNING YOU THAT SINCE YOUR 
OVER TO THEIR FATHER IS GONE, THE 
CUSTODY. RESPONSIBILITY 


FALLS ONTO HIS 
NEXT OF KIN. 


THEY WANT 
evan ? 
HEIR QUEEN. 7. ; : APPARENTLY... 
| Vast, Ea A SUITABLE MATE 
cos HAS NOT BEEN FOUND. 
wHeNoue Ca THEY DEMANDED We 


FATHER KILLED THE ORIGINAL ie i TURN OVER OMNI-MAN... 


‘sy BUT SINCE HE’S OFF 
GUARDIANS OF THE GLOBE, THEIR im 
KING, AQUARUS WAS KILLED. THEIR Tt Weer 
LAW STATES THAT THE KILLER OF A ~~ & . 
HUSBAND IS REQUIRED TO MARRY eg 
THE WIDOW IF A SUITABLE 
MATE CANNOT BE 
FOUND. 


HONESTLY, KID, I’D JUST AS 
WELL TELL THEM To SHOVE IT... 
BUT THEY'VE GOT SOME NATURAL 

RESOURCES THAT ARE VERY LOOPHOLE WE CAN 

VALUABLE TO US... AND THEY USE TO GET YOU 

CONTROL ALL OF THE OCEAN... OUT OF THIS. 


IN THE MEANTIME, 
WeE’VE GOT OUR LEGAL 
TEAM LOOKING FOR A 


AND IF WE WERE AT ODDS 
WITH THEM IT GOULD SO FOR NOW... 
CRIPPLE THE WORLD WE HAVE TO PLAY 
ECONOMY. ALONG. I’M ASKING ; 
YOU TO PLAY BALL We’LL GET 
WITH THEM... JUST YOU OUT OF 
DO AS THEY THIS. 


l— YOU COULD 

DO THAT... YOU’D BE 
HELPING THIS COUNTRY 
OUT A GREAT DEAL. I’M 
SURE IT WILL ONLY BE 

A FEW HOURS. THEY 

WON’T BE ABLE TO 

ORGANIZE A WEDDING 
THAT FAST. 


OKAY, 
FELLAS... I’M 
ALL YOURS. 


GET TO WORK... WE 
NEED TO GET HIM OUT 
OF THERE AS SOON 
4S POSSIBLE. 


I’M SURE 
THAT BOY IS 
SCARED TO 
DEATH RIGHT 
Now. 


ewe 


BN, 


IT SEEMS ALL THE 
PAPERWORK IS IN ORDER. 
ALL THE ROYALTIES FROM 
YOUR HUSBAND’S BOOKS 


=z 


PICKING UP 
DINNER? 


K Y \, WA 
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SUBSTANTIAL CHECK COMING 
YOUR WAY SOON. 

HAVE BEEN SELLING 
CRAZY Si 


ON: I’MFINGE, @ 
S CLAIRE. OKAY 


IT |S TO BE 
SUPERHERO. x 
RA 


YOU SHOULD HAVE A 


ALL HIS BOOKS 
LiKe 

NCE HE 
PASSED ON. 


THANK YOU. 
I’M JUST GLAD 
THIS IS ALL TAKEN 
CARE OF. I-- 


THEN, SEE YOU 
TONIGHT. LOVE 
YOU. 
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THAT’S A C.M.G. UNIT--COMPACT 
GILLS 
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AREN’T 
YOU COMING 
WITH ME? 


WATER... WALK 
THROUGH IT. 


AH... AT LONG LAST, 


MY FUTURE HUSBAND], Sie 


HAS ARRIVED. 


OY 
Hp eK) 
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OH, THAT'S OKAY... 
T’/M, UH... NOT 
OFFENDED. 


SO WE’RE 


YOU WILL ADDRESS HER ROYAL 
HIGHNESS AS “YOUR MAJESTY” 
AT ALL TIMES--WE WILL HAVE 
NO MORE DISRESPECT FROM 
YOU, AI BREATHER! 


OH, NO... 
THE CEREMONY 
1S TODAY. 


sy 
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XI OH, HI 
CLAIRE? | MISS GRAYSON. 
MISS BONO? DID YOU FORGET 
DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING 


2 AT THE 
A MINUTE? ; breices 


7 CLAIRE, I--1 

WAS WONDERING 

IF YOU WOULD GET 

COFFEE WITH ME 

LATER TODAY... IF 
YOU HAD TIME. 

\ 1’ REALLY LIKE 

TO TALK TO 
YOU. 


UM... SURE, 
I GUESS, BUT 
IF THERE’S SOMETHING 
WE FORGOT TO GO OVER 
ON THE CONTRACTS 
WE COULD JUST 
DO IT HERE. 


NO--IT’S ABOUT MY HUSBAND, NO, IT’S NOT. TUNDERSTAND... Y T’/LL MEET YOU AT THE COFFEE 
I--HE... T JUST WANTED TO... | LOST MY FATHER A FEW YEARS SHOP ON THE FIRST FLOOR. I’ve 
I DON’T HAVE ANYONE AGO. I KNOW WHAT YOU’RE GOT A MEETING, BUT T’LL BE 
ELSE 10 TALK TO GOING THROUGH. DOWN IN ABOUT AN 
HOUR. 


T/LL See 
YOU IN AN 
HOUR. 


BATTLE? 
THERE’S A BATTLE 
AS PART OF THE WEDDING 
CEREMONY--AND I 
WEAR A DRESS FOR IT? 
WHAT DO I WEAR 


OH... NOTHING. 
AFTER THE BATTLE IS 
WHEN YOU COPULATE 
TO SYMBOLICALLY 
UNITE YOUR TWO 
LIVES INTO ONE. 


UM... 
COPULATE? 
YOU MEAN... WE, 
UH--HAVE TO PO 
IT RIGHT AFTER 
THE CEREMONY 2 


NO--IT’S 
PART OF THE 
CEREMONY. 


CEREMONY 
OPENS WITH A 
PROCLAMATION OF 
INTENT. WHERE YOU 
WILL CONFESS YOUR 
DESIRE TO BECOME 
AQUARIA’S MATE. THEN 
THAT LEADS INTO THE 
HEROIC CONQUEST. 
IT’S AN ANCIENT RITUAL 
DATING BACK TO THE 
BEGINNING OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION. 


OUR GREAT LEADER, AQUARUS THE FIRST--WAS 
COURTING HIS MATE TO BE. SHE WAS A SPIRITED 
WOMAN--MUCH LIKE OUR AQUARIA--AND WAS HARD 
TO PLEASE. ONE DAY WHILE THEY WERE ON THEIR 
WALK THEY WERE ATTACKED BY A DEPTH DWELLER. 

WITH NO CONSIDERATION FOR HIS OWN LIFE, 
AQUARUS LEAPT TO PEFEND THE LIFE OF 
HIS FUTURE MATE. THE ACT WAS SO 

HEROIC--IT WON HER OVER 
INSTANTLY. 


IT’S THE BASIS OF ALL ROMANCE 
IN OUR CIVILIZATION. THE GROOM 
MUST DEFEND THE BRIDE FROM 
A DEPTH DWELLER. ALL THIS IS 
DONE IN OUR ARENA...IN FRONT 
OF THE ENTIRE POPULATION 
OF THE CITY. { 
ONCE THE 
CREATURE IS DEFEATED-- 
YOU WILL MAKE LOVE TO 
AQUARIA TO COMPLETE THE 


CEREMONY ANP FINALIZE 
THE MARRIAGE. 


UM... BO 
WE LEAVE THE 
STADIUM 


NO, OF COURSE 
NOT. YOU WILL MAKE 
LOVE IN FRONT OF ALL 
OUR PEOPLE. IT SEALS 
THE BOND OF LOVE BEFORE 
ALL YOUR SUBJECTS. IT’S 
ONE OF THE MOST BEAUTIFUL 
CUSTOMS OUR PEOPLE HAVE. 
YOU AND YOUR NEW BRIDE... 
OUR... QUEEN... LOCKED 
IN THE THROES OF 
PASSION... FOR ALL TO-- 


YOu’LL 


HAVE TO 


/ 
Cl READING 
Me, KID? fm 
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NO... LETHAN, 
THE VIZIER, WAS 
HELPING ME WITH MY 
DRESS... BUT THEN HE 
GOT UPSET AND LEFT. 
IT was PRETTY 


WELL, DON’T 
WORRY. I’M SURE 
We’LL HAVE THIS 
TAKEN CARE OF WELL 
BEFORE THE CEREMONY. 


DUDE... I JUST 
TURNED 
EIGHTEEN! 


UH HUH, WELL 
DON’T WORRY. I’LL 
GET YOU OUT OF 
THERE SOMEHOW. 


OKAY, BUT I 
CAN’T BE HELD 
ACCOUNTABLE FOR 
MY ACTIONS IF T 
HAVE TO MARRY 
THIS WOMAN. WAIT, 
WHY’D YOU CALL? 
WHAT’S GOING 
ON? 


OH, We've 
GOT A SMALL < 
INCIDENT... BUT IT’S 
NOTHING MAJOR 


AND I THINK I KNOW 
SOMEONE THAT WOULD 


HEY, WHAT’S THE 
WORP? YOU GETTING 
ME OUT OF HERE? 


YOU’RE STILL X 
THERE?! I THOUGHT 
FOR SURE OUR LEGAL 
TEAM WOULD HAVE 
FIGURED SOMETHING 
OUT AND CONTACTED 
YOU BY NOW. 


I’M NOT 
GOING 
ANYWHERE... 


STUPID 


é. 


\\ 


7 HAS 
UEST ANP REVENGE 
T THOSE WHO HAVE 


YEAH!! 
YOU SHOULD 
BE THANKING 
us!! 


I WOULDN’T CONSIDER 
WHAT’S COMING NEXT TO 
BE A PROPER “THANK 


THE JUDGE. 


CLAIRE, PLEASE CALL ME DEBBIE. 

I WANTED TO TALK TO YOU ABOUT MY 
HUSBAND. YOU SEE, I’VE NEVER REALLY 
MET MANY WOMEN WHO WERE MARRIED 
TO SUPERHEROES. I MEAN--AT THOSE 
LITTLE GET-TOGETHERS THEY’D HAVE 

SOMETIMES... BUT I NEVER REALLY 
GOT TO TALK TO ANY 
IF THEM. 


I JUST-- 
OH, HELL. I’M 
JUST GOING TO GO 
AHEAD AND GET IT 
OVER WITH. MY 
HUSBAND ISN’T 
DEAD. 


YON Vi Ah hes)! 
ess 


N 
Be 


YES, PLEASE... 
KEEP IT DOWN, OKAY? 
I REALLY DON’T WANT 
THAT GETTING OUT. I 
MEAN, I CAN TRUST 
YOU CAN’T I? 


OF, COURSE... I CAN’T 
IMAGINE HOW MUCH BETTER 
HIS BOOKS WOULD BE 

SELLING IF THE 
WORLD KNEw... 


THE OMNI-MAN? 
THE ONE FROM THE 

NEWS? THE ONE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL 
THAT DESTRUCTION? 

OH MY GOD! THAT 
WOULD MAKE YOUR 
SON INVINCIBLE... 
IS HE OKAY? 


DON’T WORRY. 
SUPERPATRIOT 
HIMSELF DOESN’T 
HAVE A SECRET 
IDENTITY BUT I 
UNDERSTAND THE 
NEED, ESPECIALLY 
IN YOUR CASE WITH 
YOUR SON. AND 
AFTER ALL YOUR 


S0 YOU’RE HUSBAND 
ISN’T DEAD, HE’S JUST 
AN EVIL SON OF A BITCH 

THAT TRIED TO TAKE OVER 
THE WORLP, AND THEN 
LEFT YOU ANP YOUR SON 

AND RAN OFF TO GOD 

KNOWS WHERE. SCREW 
HIM... HE TURNED OUT 
TO BE JUST LIKE MOST 

OF THE OTHER 
JERKS ON THIS 


SO DID HE REALLY 
LEAVE THE PLANET? 
I SAW THAT REENACTMENT 

THAT THE DISCOVERY 

CHANNEL DID USING THE 

AUDIO AND MATCHING IT 
UP WITH THE DESTRUCTION. 
THEY HINTED THAT HE 
MAY HAVE JUST GONE 
INTO HIDING. 


PLANET. 
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9 BY \ 
0, 
IT’'SA 
LITTLE MORE 
COMPLICATED 


THAN THAT. 


WITH THIS FINAL 
ADORNMENT... YOUR 
VISAGE IS COMPLETE. 
YOU ARE READY TO GREET 
YOUR B--BRIDE AND 
BEGIN THE--THE 
CEREMONY. 


LETHAN... 

YOU LOVE 

HER, DON’T 
YOu? 


Yes! OH, GOD YES! I CAN’T HIDE IT VY I’MVERY SORRY, MY LIEGE. 
ANY More! I Love HER--I’vE ALWAYS I KNOW IT IS TREASON TO SAY 
LOVED HER! EVER SINCE AQUARUS DIED SUCH THINGS BUT I CANNOT 

I’VE DREAMT OF REPLACING CONTAIN MYSELF ANY LONGER! 
HIM AT HER SIDE. S| YOU MUST REALIZE HOW SPECIAL 
AQUARIA IS--WHAT AN HONOR 
IT MUST BE TO JUST BE 
WITH HER. 


I’M SORRY, 

SIRE. T’LL ACCEPT 
WHATEVER PUNISHMENT 
YOU DEEM FIT FOR 
Me... NO MATTER 


How —_ 
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PUNISH YOU? DUDE, 
YOU CAN HAVE HER. I’ve 
ONLY MET HER ONCE. 
I’M JUST DOING THIS 
TO KEEP YOUR PEOPLE 

FROM ATTACKING 
THE SURFACE. 


I’M NOT ROYALTY. 
YOUR SITUATION WITH 
HER IS AN EXTENUATING 
CIRCUMSTANCE. I WOULD 
HAVE TO DO SOMETHING 
IMMENSE TO ELEVATE 
MY STATUS ENOUGH TO 


FRONT OF YOUR 


I 
WHY HAVEN’T PEOPLE. 


YOU JUST TOLD 
HER HOW YOU FEEL? 
IF SHE HAS YOU... 
SHE WOULDN’T 
HAVE TO MARRY 

Me. IS THAT SO... WELL... 
I THINK I’VE GOT A PLAN 
THAT'LL ee BOTH 


AND 


CLAIM YOUR 
DESTINY! 
aL 


INVINCIBLE, 


SON 


THE TIME 
HAS COME FOR 
YOU MUST 
SAVE THE 
QUEEN! SHE 
BE KILLED! 


INVINCIBLE 
ANP TAKE HIS RIGHTFUL 
SIDE AS OUR NEW 


PLACE AT OUR QUEEN’S 


ATLANTIS! 
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LETHAN! 
OH, MY Gop! 
I NEver KNEW 
YOU TO BE $0-- 
HEROIC! 


YES, MY QUEEN. MY LOVE FOR 
YOU IS SO GREAT--I COULD DO 
NOTHING LESS THAN RISK 


MY LIFE FOR YOURS. I HAVE Lovep 


YOU IN SECRET 
FOR MANY YEARS. 
I COULD NOT STAND 
BY AND ALLOW 
YOU TO BE 
HARMED. 


TAKE ME NOW! 
I’MYours! ¢ 
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THANKS FOR LETTING ME 
GET ALL THAT OUT THERE. I 
HAD A LOT TO GET OFF MY CHEST. 
IT’S NICE TO ACTUALLY BE 
ABLE TO TALK TO SOMEONE 
ABOUT IT. 


i JUST 


WELL, I HOPE YOU’RE 
PREPARED TO RETURN 


= I’M SORRY 
WITH YOU-- I COULDN’T 
IT’S DIFFERENT. OFFER MORE 
. THANKS FOR ADVICE. 
THERE'S THIS LISTENING. 

MAN, ART... HE MADE 

COSTUMES FOR NOLAN 
AND MARK. I TALK TO HIM ie 
SOMETIMES--BUT HE WAS A 

MORE NOLAN’S FRIEND 
THAN MINE AND HE FEELS N 

AS BETRAYED 
AS ME. 
JUST LISTENING 
IS ENOUGH. IT HELPS 
JUST TO BE ABLE TO SAY 
THESE THINGS OUT LOUD. 
I’M SORRY OH, IT’S NOT 
YOU MISSED | ABIG DEAL. I LEFT 
A MESSAGE 


THE FAVOR. SUPERPATRIOT 
AND I JUST GOT MARRIED, 
AND I’M SURE I COULD 
USE SOME ADVICE FROM 


YOU FROM TIME == 
TO TIME. ail 


FOR MY SON. HE’LL 
Be HERE AS SOON 
AS HE GETS IT. 


YOU’VE 
GOT MY 
NUMBER. 


MOM! T’VE KINDA 
GOT A SECRET 

IDENTITY 
Here! 


I’M YOUR 
MOTHER. I CAN 
TELL WHOMEVER 

I WANT. BESIDES... 


THIS IS 
SUPERPATRIOT’S 
WIFE. 


CAN I 
STILL ORDER 
THAT. 
PIZZAZ 


YOU KNOW 
SUPERPATRIOT#! | 


WELL ENOUGH 
TO BE MARRIED TO 
HIM. WELL ENOUGH 

TO BE BUYING TAKE- 

OUT CHINESE FOOD 

FOR HIM ON MY 

WAY HOME. 


Q 
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WELL, SON. WE 
BETTER GET GOING. 
YOU’VE GOT SCHOOL 
TOMORROW. 


SOMETHING I NEVER GOT USED TO THINK YOU TWO 


L 
AROUND TO ASKING... HOW WERE GOING OUT... UNTIL HE 
DID YOU KNOW MARK’S GOT WITH AMBER. HOW'D 
SECRET IDENTITY? = YOU FIND OUT2 


< 
RECOGNIZED 


HIM EROM WHEN YNOSS 


Ee fs ZA 
COSTUME ‘i 
RST. 


IN COSTUME?! 
YOU MEAN--2 


i Gud. 


man 


Sy 


FLY? YEAH-- 
OF COURSE. 


WHY ARE 
YOU LOOKING 
AT ME LIKE 

THAT? 
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THAT ABOUT [T 
FOR YOU? I’M 
KINDA INA 
HURRY. 


I CAN SEE 
YOU’RE NOT 
GOING TO 
MAKE THIS 
EASY. 


I’M GOING 
~ | TO MAKE YOU 
HURT! 
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OW HOW MANY 
EARD “FEEL THE FURY OF” IN 
THE LAST MONTH? AND 
THE GUYS THAT USE 
IT--SHEESH! 


7 
YOU’RE NOT 
IN GOOD 
COMPANY. 
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7M N 
GOING TO LET 
YOu 
ANYBODY! 
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MARK, YOUR GRADES ARE PROPPING, I’M HAPPY THAT YOU AND 
YOUR ATTENDANCE IS PITIFUL, AND WHEN HE HAVE BEEN ACCEPTED TO 
YOU ARE HERE YOUR TEACHERS SAY YOU UPSTATE UNIVERSITY, BUT YOUR 
RARELY EVEN PAY ATTENTION. AND JUST SENIOR YEAR ISN’T OVER JUST 
NOW--WHAT WAS THAT? ARE YOU JUST YET. LOOK, I KNOW YOU’VE BEEN 
WANDERING THE HALLS NOW? T DON’T GOING THROUGH A LOT LATELY, 
WANT TO SEE YOU BECOME THE NEXT AND I DON’T MEAN TO SOUND 
WILLIAM CLOCKWELL... I KNOW THAT INSENSITIVE. \T’S JUST THAT 
BOY IS YOUR FRIEND, BUT YOU HAD I SEE YOU GOING DOWN A 
TO HAVE SEEN HOW HARD IT’S WRONG PATH. EVER SINCE 
BEEN FOR HIM TO GET YOUR DAD DIED IN THAT 
ACCEPTED INTO CAR CRASH WE DON’T 


COLLEGE. KNOW WHAT TO PO f 
WITH YOU. Y 

! / 

aw 


&. WN. WINSLOW 


SORRY, I 
GUESS I WAS A 
a o\ LITTLE SPACED 
N OUT. 
YEAM. ~~ a 
LISTEN, YOU u 
ANNA STUPY i 
IN? Nau 
0 Ww. yey 
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& We Vy aN , 
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I KNOW EXACTLY WHAT 
YOU MEAN. WHEN I HAVE 
THE COSTUME ON AND I’M 
OUT FIGHTING BAD GUYS 
I FORGET ALL ABOUT 
DAD... I ALMOST FEEL 
NORMAL FOR ALITTLE MOM, 
I DON’T 
THINK I’M 


EVER GOING 
TO BE OKAY. 
NOT AFTER 


I’M NOT 
$0 SURE, 
MOM. 


GOING TO GO BACK TO 
NORMAL--BACK TO 
THE pies THINGS 


Y’KNOW... SOMETIMES 
I FORGET ABOUT 
EVERYTHING THAT 
HAPPENED--EVERYTHING 
HE DID, AND FOR A 
SECOND T THINK HE’S 
GOING TO WHISK INTO THAT 
CHAIR AND EVERYTHING'S 
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th.\ 


YOU’LL 
BE FINE, 
mark. We/LL 
GET THROUGH 
THIS. IE I CAN, 
YOU CAN. 
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RESIST 
ANP Dle. 


IT IS ONLY 
NATURAL FOR 

YOU TO FEEL THAT 
MY FATHER AND I HAVE 
DONE YOU SOME GREAT 
WRONG BY ASSUMING 

CONTROL OF THIS 

PLANET. 


THAT IS NOT 
THE CASE. IN THE 
LONG RUN YOU WILL 
COME TO REALIZE THAT 
WHAT WE DO HERE WILL 
HELP YOUR CIVILIZATION 
TO BETTER ITSELF-- 
WE WILL IMPROVE 
THIS WORLD. 


SS 
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HOWEVER, 
YOUR COOPERATION 
|S ESSENTIAL. IT IS 


} IMPORTANT TO US THAT 


THE CHANGEOVER 
BE AS PAINLESS AS 
POSSIBLE. 


OFFER ANY FORM OF 
RESISTANCE WILL BE 
TERMINATED 
ON SIGHT. 
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WELCOM 
BACK, 
ANGSTRO 
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YES, AND WE 
HAVE WORK TO DO. 


THE BOY IS RUNNING 


THROUGH HIS SPIEL 
IN TIMES SQUARE 
AGAIN. 


OF COURSE NOT. I 
UNDERSTAND THE GRAVITY 
OF OUR SITUATION AND I 
ASSURE YOU I HAVE 
TAKEN THE NECESSARY 
PRECAUTIONS. 


ARE YOU 
CERTAIN? 


ANGSTROM 
POSSESSES INTELLECT 
NEARLY AS SUBSTANTIAL 
AS MY OWN. THIS 
ANIMOSITY BETWEEN 
YOU TWO IS HIGHLY 
COUNTERPROPUCTIVE. 


DO WE KNOW 
OF OMNI-MAN’S 
CURRENT 
WHEREABOUTS? 


NO-- 
AND THAT 
WORRIES 

Me. 


WE NEED TO 
FIGURE OUT A WAY 
TO TRACK HIM. THERE 
ARE ONLY TWO OF THEM, 
\F WE COULD MONITOR 
THEIR MOVEMENT 
WE COULD USE 
THAT TO OUR 
ADVANTAGE. 


I’M DOING EVERYTHING I CAN. 


REALLY. IT’S ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE 


TO GET MY HANDS ON THE 
TECHNOLOGY NEEDED. 


LOOK AT THIS 
PLACE. HOW ARE 
WE GOING TO DO 
ANYTHING WITH 
THIS LAUGHABLE 

ARRAY OF 
EQUIPMENT? 


MY 
HANDS ARE 
TIED. 


YOU’RE PROVING 
MORE USELESS BY THE 
DAY. WERE IT NOT FOR 
ROBOT’S CONTINUED 
SUPPORT YOU WOULD 
HAVE NO PLACE 
HERE. 


YOU SAID 


YOU WEREN’T 
FOLLOWED! 


PLEASE. YOU’RE 
EMBARRASSING 
US. 


WHO 
ARE YOU? 
ISN’T 
THAT 
OBVIOUS? 


HOW 
THIS POSSIBLE? 
IS THIS A 
DIFFERENT 
DIMENSION? 


THIS ISN’T 
RIGHT. IT MUST 
HAVE RETURNED 
US TO THE WRONG 
DIMENSION. 


DEAR LORD. 


TO WHAT HORRIBLE 


PLACE HAVE YOU 
TAKEN ME? 


QUIET. I HAVE TO THINK. 
I CAN’T DO ANOTHER JUMP 
UNTIL I REST. WE’VE GOT 
TO FIND A PLACE TO 
HIDE FOR A FEW 
HOURS! 


Go 


OD 
LUCK. THIS 


| wen sce. 
| “auceumy 
| Adame, 
i GOI 


THERE WAS 7 
NO MISTAKE! THIS 
| AL wacusc wy 
= WHAT DIMENSION! 
isitz BP 
- Ive GOT 
\ | TO GET TO 
MY LAB!! 
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I DON’T KNOW ABOUT YOU 
PANSIES, BUT I’VE BEEN AT 
THIS FOR SIX HOURS AND I 
HAVEN’T EVEN BROKEN 

A SWEAT. 


THEY’RE NOT THAT 
TOUGH AT ALL, BUT THEY’RE 
EVERYWHERE. IT SEEMS 
LIKE FOR EVERY ONE OF 
THESE THINGS I KNOCK 
DOWN, THREE MORE TAKE 
ITS PLACE. 


WHATEVER 

IT TAKES. WE’RE 

BEATING THESE 
CLOWNS! 


AT THIS 

RATE... THEY’RE 

GOING TO BEAT 
US. 


I NEverR 
SAID ANYTHING 
ABOUT 
GIVING UP. 


PREACH ON, 
SISTER! I’M NOT 
READY TO GIVE UP 
EITHER. THERE'S 

TOO MUCH AT 
STAKE! 


PEOPLE 
ARE COUNTING 
ON US! 


we’LL 
BEAT THEM... 
We ALWAYS 
Do. bs HAVE 


I HAVE DONE THE 
CALCULATIONS. THE 
ODDS ARE IN OUR 
FAVOR TO 
EVENTUALLY 
SUCCEED. 


HEY=- 
WHAT |S THAT? 
UP THERE... 
DO YOU SEE 


ay, 
Ree 


OSs 


TAKE EVEN LONGER 
TO ATONE FOR. 


LUCKY Me. 
T’LL STILL BE 
AROUND FOR 

THAT. 


(T’S NOT 
WORKING. 


OUR NEW GUARDIANS OF 
THE GLOBE TEAM IS A JOKE. 
THIS INVASION JUST CEMENTS 
MY SUSPICIONS. IT NEVER 
SHOULD HAVE GOTTEN 
THIS FAR. 


THE OLD TEAM 
WAS NOTHING BUT 
A-LIST HEROES. THEY 
WOULD HAVE PREVENTED 
THIS INVASION 
WITHIN MINUTES. 


WHAT? 
WHAT ARE 
YOU TALKING 
ABOUT, 
Sivz 


YOU DON’T 
KNOW THAT. 
THE OLD TEAM 
i THEY WERE 


WASN’T 
PERFECT. CLOSE. DON’T 
FEEL LICE YOU NEED 
TO DEFEND THE New 
TEAM. YOU DIPN’T PICK 
THEM. I DON’T HOLD 
YOU RESPONSIBLE. 
THE BLAME FALLS 
SOLELY ON ROBOT'S 
SHOULDERS. 


THIS NEW 
TEAM JUST 
DOESN’T 
MEASURE 
UP. 


I HAVE 
TO DO 
SOMETHING. 


OKAY, GOOD 
TO HEAR. ALL RIGHT. 
YEAH--I KNOW. 
OKAY THEN. 
BYE. 


THAT WAS CLAIRE. 
SHE’S FINE. SHE SAID 
CHICAGO DIPN’T REALLY 
GET TOO MUCH DAMAGE 
DUE TO HER HUSBAND, 
DRAGON, ANP MIGHTY 


l 
[a] 
WE’RE GOING TO MEET 

UP AT THE SCHOOL, SEE 
HOW BAD THE DAMAGE IS 

THERE. THEN I THINK Eve la 

AND T ARE GOING TO, 

Y’KNOW--SUIT UP, AND 

SEE WHAT WE CAN DO 

TO HELP CLEAN UP. 


THAT’S GOOD 
TO HEAR. I JUST 
GOT DONE TALKING 
TO AMBER. SHE’S FINE, 


HER GARAGE HAS A BIG SSS 
oTHERWise Hee WHOLE seceeeeeeeee NS q 
( N 
NEIGHBORHOOD DIP OKAY. 2aswuawwau se a 


DON’T 
WORRY, MOM. 
I’M BEING 
CAREFUL. 


NOT 
AT THE 
SCHOOL--! 


No. I WISH We 
COULP, BUT SOMEONE 
WOULP RECOGNIZE US THERE. 
WHY WOULD INVINCIBLE AND 
ATOM EVE CHOOSE ONE RANDOM 
HIGH SCHOOL TO CLEAN UP FIRST? 


WHO'D A 
THOUGHT, HUH? 
ALIEN INVADERS 
GOT US THE DAY 
OFF OF SCHOOL. 


ACTUALLY, MY MOM CALLED 
PRINCIPAL WINSLOW AND HE 
SAID SCHOOL WOULD PROBABLY 
BE OUT FOR A MONTH. 
OUR GRADUATION IS 
GOING TO BE PUSHED 
BACK TOO. 


NO 
KIDDING? OH, 
MAN! THAT 
SUCKS! 


AMBER! 


WELL--IT’LL 
GIVE ME TIME 
TO MAKE UP 
ALL THAT 
HOMEWORK LI 
MISSED. 


I’M GOING TO GET MY 
D YER OUT OF MY 
LOCKER AND THEN WE 


N GO GRAB 
SOMETHING 
TO EAT. 


BLY A 
Arg 
GES 


YES--OF 
COURSE. WHY 
WOULP YOU ASK 
ME THAT? 


I’M GOING TO STEAL 


| sas 
TK SOME PAPER FOR MY 
PRINTER AT 
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PS 
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WE NEVER DO 
ANYTHING. I KNOW IT 


I’M SUCH 
AN IDIOT. 


i 
THERE’S NO TWO WAYS ABOUT YW EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY, HE 
IT FIT TO LEAD. WE IS THE LEADER OF THIS TEAM. 
YOU’RE WELCOME TO STAY ON 
AS A MEMBER. I THINK WITH 

YOUR INTELLIGENCE YOU 
ee Be VALUABLE IN 
HAY i 


T CAPACITY 


I’M HERE TO 
SEE CECIL. HE’S NOT 


EXPECTING ME--BUT 


0. He’LL 
WANT TO HEAR WHAT 
I HAVE TO SAY. 


HE’S OUT RIGHT 
NOW. I’M NOT SURE 
WHEN HE’LL BE BACK. 
N I TAK 


MESSAGE FOR 
HIM? 


HUH? EVERYONE KNOWS OMNI- 
MAN DID IT. THAT’S OVER AND DONE 
WITH. YOU HAVEN’T BEEN WATCHING 

THE Rew een, HAVE 
U 


le so, HOW 


HEARD THAT 
SPEECH A FEW 


ARE THINGS ‘ a 
GOING WITH 7 a7 [aD 
+H WILLIAM? . ae 
1 G \ 
5) 
Vv FS 
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OH, IT’S GREAT, Y’KNOW-- 
WELL... IT’S KINDA WEIRD. THE 
THINGS I LIKE ABOUT HIM... 
ARE ALSO THE THINGS 
THAT I HATE. 


I KNOW EXACTLY 
WHAT YOU’RE TALKING 
ABOUT--ASIDE FROM 
THE CUTE PART. 


OH, AND == THE OTHER DAY, I CALLED 
He’S REALLY HIM “WILL” ON ACCIDENT. HE 
TEMPERAMENTAL. LAUNCHED INTO SOME SPEECH 


ABOUT HOW LAZY PEOPLE ARE 
ANP THREATENED TO CALL 
ME “SAM” INSTEAD 
OF “SAMANTHA.” 


LIKE I CARE. 
SAMANTHA EVE 
WILKINS--PICK 
ONE, Y'KNOW? 
IT’S JUST A 
NAME! 


HOW FUN HE |S, 
HIS CHILDISH BEHAVIOR... 
IT’S BOTH REALLY CUTE AND 
ANNOYING AT THE SAME TIME. 


YEAH--I HAD A 
WEEK LIKE THAT, 
TOO. T FINALLY 
JUST TOLD HIM 


OH, ANP DIP YOU KNOW 
HE DIDN’T KNOW I WAS 
ATOM EVE? HE FOUND OUT 
I COULD FLY LAST WEEK-- 
WE HAVEN’T SPENT A 
NIGHT ON THE GROUND 
SINCE THEN! 


I’ve 


TIMES. 


JEEZ, MAN! WHAT ARE YOU 
DOING?! LOOK AROUND YOU! 
LOOK AT THIS MESS! YOU WERE 
THROWING BOULDERS ASIDE 
LIKE IT’S NOTHING! YOU 
COULD BE HELPING. 


INSTEAD 
YOU’RE DIGGING 
THROUGH RUBBLE-- 
TO STEAL!! 


I GIVE. 
T’LL HELP 
YOU OUT. 


~~ 


REALLY? 


UH-- 
TITAN. THEY 
CALL ME 
TITAN. 
ELL 


WEL 
TITAN, LET’S 
GET TO 


WA 
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PRETTY MUCH. WE’RE 
TRYING TO CLEAR PATHS 
FOR CONSTRUCTION 
EQUIPMENT ANP PILE 
THE RUBBLE UP SO 
THAT IT CAN BE 
MOVED OUT OF 
HERE. 


THIS INVASION REALLY 
WRECKED THINGS. IT 
NEVER SHOULD HAVE TAKEN 
US THIS LONG TO 
GET HERE. 


YOU REALLY DON’T 
RECOGNIZE THIS PLACE? 
SORRY. I FORGET THAT 
SOMETIMES YOU DON’T 
LEAD PARALLEL LIVES. 
SOME OF THE OTHERS 
HAVE NEAR IDENTICAL 
EXPERIENCES 
WITH Me. 


EXACTLY 
WHERE ARE 
Wwe? 


ANGSTROM 
LevY. MEET 
ANGSTROM 


< che 


EVERYONE, 
SAY HELLO. 


es: ie a— x) 


hp 


VW no) * Ae AA) 7A I R 
Nii ass i) ge ¢ 
6U iH} : y, A vN ® | - | 


my) <) . 
5 | ae 
(| <A ite 
j i SS 


\ 


OES LES SEAS OSS SCS SC PSS OY wv 
re 
Ww 
v4 
<q 


AN 
= ey LEUEES SY Sy / 
eee <S & ROSH ROOR OO} 


THIS CONSTRUCTION? 


TO BE PONE WITH 


MM TS 


U) 
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IT’S GOING 
TO BE A WHILE 
BEFORE THINGS 
ARE BACK TO 
NORMAL. THOSE 
ALIENS DID peut ANP WHAT 


OF DAMAGE. po YoU MEAN 
“OKAY#" THAT 
MOVIE WHAT 
GREAT! 


YOU WANT 
TO GET SOME 
MILKSHAKES 
BEFORE WE CALL 
IT A NIGHT? 


Y vou ™ 
REALLY 
THOUGHT 
THE ENDING 

\ SUCKED? 


WHY DON’T 
WE JUST GO TO 
BURGER MART? 
WE KNOW THEY’RE 
STILL OPEN AND I THINK 
THEY’RE CHEAPER 
THAN SHAKE 
DELUXE. 


IT HAD GOOD CHARACTER 
DEVELOPMENT ANP THE PLOT 
WAS OKAY... BUT THE ENDING 

WAS AWFUL. IT JUST KINDA 
ENDED. I THOUGHT WE WERE 
MISSING TWENTY MINUTES /\ 
OF THE MOVIE OR 
SOMETHING. 


MY CAR’S 
PARKED THIS 
way. 


NO--NO BURGER 
MART. I’VE HAD A 
BAD EXPERIENCE 
WITH THAT 


OKAY, 
EITHER IS 
FINE BY | 
Me. 


il 


ACT LIKE YOU 
MADE THE 


$0, WHAT N | 


WAS YOUR 
"EXPERIENCE" 
AT BURGER 


MART? 


NO. I DIPN’T 
KNOW THAT. MARK 
GRAYSON: BURGER 

FLIPPER. I’M 
SORRY I MISSED 
THOSE DAYS. 


I BET YOU 
LOOKED MEGA 
CUTE IN THAT 
BRIGHT ORANGE 
UNIFORM. 


OH, NOTHING. THE, 
UH, THE MANAGER IS A 
HUGE JERK. IT’S JUST 
UNCOMFORTABLE 
TO GO IN THERE. 


YOU KNOW 
I WORKED 
THERE FOR FIVE 
MONTHS... 


THAT'S 
A SAFE 
BET. 


THAT IS, 
le BY “cuTe" 
YOU MEAN 
"RUGGEDLY 
HANDSOME." 


I CAN GRow 
7 FACIAL HAIR. JUST 
BECAUSE I SHAVE 
DOESN’T MEAN I 
CAN’T GROW 

iT. 


I COULD 


HAVE A \ 
PRETTY SMOKIN’ ] 
. MUSTACHE 


I 
MEANT "CUTE." 
YOU’VE GOT TO 
BE ABLE TO GROW 
FACIAL HAIR TO 
BE “"RUGGEDLY 
HANDSOME." Peal 


bb ez) 
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SURE, I’D LOVE TO. I’M 
HORPTOLE 


BESIDES, MY 
7 MOM |S HOME. 
ay =I MEANT JUST TO 
KK, HANG 


TALK, 
OUT ALITTLE 4 
MORE. 
9) 
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| STAY 
HERE. LET 
q Me SEE 
WHERE SHE’S 
i AT. 


L>£ 
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I’M READY 


SHE'S | 
. ¢ \ 
/\ | ‘ 


MY MOM’S ASLEEP 
ON THE COUCH. I WAS 
AFRAID WE’D WAKE 
HER. 

BEEN HAVIN 
TROUBLE 
SLEEPING 


WHY IS 
EVERYTHING 
SCHOOL 
TOMORROW? 


fos ~ TF all x 


YOU DON’T 
REALLY HAVE 


THAT LATE. 


THERE’S 
ONLY SO MANY 
THINGS WHAT WE 

ERE DOING 
LEAD TO... SO I 
THINK IT’S BEST 

IF WE CALL IT 

A NIGHT. 


> THAT’S NOT 
WHERE I WAS " 


PLANNING TO GO. 
WHO'S GOT THE 
DIRTY MIND NOW, 
HUH? 


GUILTY 
AS CHARGED. 
REGARDLESS, I 
HAVE TO GET UP 
EARLY TOMORROW. 
WITH SCHOOL 
ANP ALL... 


See YOU 
TOMORROW. 


WHO 
EVER HEARD 
OF SCHOOL 
IN JULY? 


STUPID 
ALIENS. 


WARDEN WILL 
Be BY IN AN HOUR 
OR SO. I DON’T WANT 


YOU HEARD 
THE MAN. LET’S 
KEEP THIS 
QUIET. 


ALLOW ME 
TO INTRODUCE 
MYSELF. I’M 
ANGSTROM LEVY, 
AND I’D LIKE TO 
OFFER YOU A WAY 
OUT OF THIS PLACE, 
IF YOU’LL AGREE 
TO ASSIST ME. 
EXPLAIN THE 
DETAILS ONCE 
We’RE ON 
OUR WAY. 


YOU COMING? I CAN’T 
KEEP THIS THING OPEN 
FOREVER. I KNO! HAT 
YOU’RE PROBABLY THINKING-- 
AND I ASSURE YOU, 


YOU NEED 
TO MAKE A 
DECISION, 
THOUGH. 


IS THIS = 


SOME KIND OF il fell] wi) Meaee. oF 
; TELEPORTATION? . imal THE INVASION WHILE 
Seren iy WE WERE INCARCERATED 
: 5 : Dsl BUT We HAD No IpEA 
ae 4 THE DAMAGE WAS 

THIS Severe. ae 
a % ne y 7 
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OH, THIS... THIS ISN’T FROM THE 
INVASION. THIS IS FROM A NUCLEAR 
WAR. AT SOME POINT, SHORTLY AFTER 
THE TECHNOLOGY FOR NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS WAS DISCOVERED THERE 
WAS AN ACCIDENT RESULTING IN THE 
DESTRUCTION OF THE EASTERN HALE 
OF THE NORTH AMERICAN CONTINENT. 
DON’T WORRY, THE RADIATION HERE 
IS FAR BELOW ACCEPTABLE LEVELS. 
BUT BEFORE YOU GO DISPUTING 
THESE FACTS, I’D LIKE 

TO POINT OUT... 


«THIS IS A 
DIFFERENT 
DIMENSION. 


$0,TO ANSWER 
YOUR QUESTION: 
NO... THIS ISN’T 
TELEPORTATION. 


TELEPORTATION 
INVOLVES FAR 
LESS WALKING. 


ONE SET. SQ] One t THING You 
= ANOTHER SET- 
BACK TO MY ree ee TWO. CAN HELP 
POWERS IS THAT ONLY POSSESS LIMITED ME WITH. 
I CAN ONLY SHIFT KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
THROUGH DIMENSIONS. — gtuieR DIMENSIONS T 
I REMAIN IN THE CAN TRAVEL TO. 
aren Pon OTHERWISE I COULD 
. HAVE SHIFTED US TO 
A DIMENSION WITH A 
TRAIN STATION WHERE 
YOUR PRISON WAS IN 
|OUR DIMENSION. 


OUR 
SERVICES 
ARE 
YOURS. 


qj 
I HAD ASSUMED 
ZF YOUR FREEDOM WOULD 
a BE ENOUGH, BUT I CAN 


A ALWAYS THREATEN TO 
LEAVE YOU IN THIS 

~ 4 \, DIMENSION IF YOU NEED 

Lal ADPED INCENTIVE. 


sce, 
Back HOME 
AFE AND I HOPE I 
SOUND. BROUGHT A 
LARGE ENOUGH 
VEHICLE. WE’VE 
GOT a 
A DRIVE AHEAD 
OF US. 


T’LL EXPLAI 


N 
EVERYTHING AS 
SOON AS WE 
GET BACK TO 
MY LAB. 


WELCOME BACK, 
EVERYONE. I’M SURE 
YOU’RE ALL PLEASED AS 
PUNCH TO BE BACK IN 
SCHOOL, TO FINISH OUT 
THESE LAST TWO WEEKS 
i» AFTER THAT NICE FIVE- 
IN WEEK BREAK. 


WELL, NEVER 
FEAR. IT’S JULY, 
WE JUST SURVIVED 
AN ALIEN INVASION 
ANP I DOUBT MOST 
OF YOU SENIORS 
WERE PLANNING ON 
PAYING MUCH 
ATTENTION IN THESE 

LAST TWO WEEKS 
ANYWAY... 


THERE’S A 
SMALL MATTER OF 
A FINAL EXAM THAT 
E NEED TO MAKE UP, 
AND I’M SURE YOU’RE 
ALL WORRIED THAT 
YOU’VE ALREADY 


) 


so 
SCREW 
IT. WE’RE 
WATCHING f 
Movies. 2£ 


TODAY’S 
Movie WILL BE 
RIDLEY SCOTT’S 
GLADIATOR WITH 
RUSSELL CROWE. 
FOR EXTRA CREDIT, 
WRITE DOWN FIVE 
HISTORICAL 
INACCURACIES-- 
ONLY FIVE-- 
FEEL FREE TO LIST 
MORE, BUT THAT’S 
COMPLETELY 
OPTIONAL. 


CAN 
SOMEONE 
GET THE 
LIGHTS? 
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I WOULD’VE PICKED BUT 
IT’S MUCH BETTER THAN 
TAKING NOTES AND 
GETTING READY FOR 


DUDE, 
OING 
TO BELIEVE WHAT 


OT G 


Ti 


WE JUST DID IN 
CHEMISTRY. 


MARK! 
YOU ARE N 


WELL, IF THAT’S HOW 
ALL THE CLASSES ARE 
GOING TO BE, THIS ISN 
GOING TO BE HALF 


\ 


wot 


SCHOOL. 


NOT A BAD 
WAY TO FINISH 
OUT HIGH 
ESPECIALLY 
NOW THAT COLLEGI 
IS ONLY A FEW 
WEEKS AWAY. 


ica 
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i 
YEAH--AND 
AFTER I GRADUATE 


TOPAY...I’VE GOT TWO 
WEEKS TO PREPARE 
FOR MY FIRST DAY OF 
Dm CLASSES AT UPSTATE y 


OH, IT’S NOT THAT BAD. 

YOU GOT THE FIVE WEEKS 
OFF, THEN YOU HAD TWO 
WEEKS OF WATCHING MOVIES-- 
FROM WHAT T’VE HEARD-- 
AND NOW YOU’RE 
GRADUATING. 


Pes 


SD 


I’M WORRIED 
ABOUT COLLEGE-- 
NEW SCHOOL, NEW 

ENVIRONMENT. AND I 

KNOW I WOULD HAvE 
IT’S NOT HAD TROUBLE 

GRADUATION GRADUATING IF I 


IT’S NOT THAT HARD. 
YOU TAKE THE DIPLOMA, 
SHAKE HIS HAND... 
AND WALK OFF THE 
STAGE. 
YOU’LL 


DO FINE. 


THAT’S BUGGING HADN’T GOTTEN wit 
Me TuaTe OVER, THOSE cE wicks evetV tne 
THAT'S ; : k 
KNOW THAT HAPPENS CECIL’S GOT ME 


DOING. I DON’T 
KNOW IF I HAVE 
TIME FOR 
COLLEGE. 


TODAY NO MATTER 
WHAT. 


I WISH YOU 
WOULDPN’T EAT 
$0 FAST. THAT 
CAN’T BE GOOD 
FOR YOU. 


ART WAS OVER VISITING 
LAST NIGHT. WE WERE 
TALKING--WE HAD A 

FEW PRINKS. IT’S NOT 

ILLEGAL. 


ans 
aw 
I’M THE PARENT 


HERE, MARK. YOU’RE 

NOT ALLOWED TO 

LOOK AT ME THAT 
way. 


INVASION I THOUGHT I’D 
CALL YOU IN 
HE DA 
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YEAH, COMMANDER 
CAPITALISM HAS BEEN 
DATING HOLLY FOR 
ABOUT TWO 
MONTHS. 


LAB ACCIDENT CAUSED HIS WIFE, BUT AT SUCH A RAPID LeveL 
HOLLY, TO BECOME IMMORTAL. THAT IT’S AFFECTED HIS 
AFTER YEARS OF DEALING WITH THOUGHT PROCESSES AND 

IT HE DECIDED TO TRY AND BEHAVIOR. NOW HE’S SUPER 
DUPLICATE THE EXPERIMENT STRONG, INDESTRUCTIBLE, /\ 
SO THAT THEY COULP = cometyine AND HE KILLS ANY MAN” Z 
LIVE TOGETHER WENT THAT SO MUCH AS 

FOREVER. WRONG. LOOKS AT HOLLY. 
, AA 


THAT’S THOMAS WINTERS. A I HIS CELLS REGENERATE-- 


WHY’S HE 
BEATING ON 


OKAY THEN. 
WELL, LET’S 
STOP THIS GUY 
BEFORE HE 
KILLS HIM. 


Fa, 4 


DOES THIS GUY NEED 

TO BREATHE? HOW LONG 
DO YOU THINK HE CAN 
HOLD HIS BREATH? 
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NOTHING TO SEE HERE, 
Lel MOVE ALONG! 
MOVE ALONG! THE 
SHOW'S OVER! 


WITHOUT SPACE. 
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HEH, MEGAFORCE--NO, 
/ THAT'S US. WE'RE NOT S 
STRICTLY NINE-TO-FIVE, 


y 


GOT A SHINER THERE, 
HUH? THAT'S GOTTA |-f] 


ee A 
A BE ROUGH ON THE 
| We OL’ SECRET 
ps IDENTITY. 
A! 
Vag a 
el 
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You pip Goon ouT THERE, VSI 
MARE AND OVERTIME PAY FOR rx 
A 
WHAT YOU'RE ALREADY j{ KEEP THAT 
DOING--GIVE US 
A CALL. 


7 _IV/SNOTAS BAD AS saa 
IT LOOKS, HOLLY. YOUR 
| EX AIN’T SO TOUGH. YOU Vv [LKeTo \ 
| GO WAIT IN THE AMBULANCE, wateu Her 
HONEY. YOU CAN RIPE ' aomine, BUTI. \ 
WITH ME TO THE : 


GUARANTEED 
TO NEVER AGE 
4 PAY 4! 


.. AND THAT IS WHY T’VE IT WARMS MY HEART TO 
DECIDED TO MAKE THIS MY USHER YOU INTO ADULTHOOD, 
FINAL YEAR AS PRINCIPAL ANP WHILE I WILL MISS IT, 
OF REGINALD VEL JOHNSON THE TIME WAS RIGHT FOR ME 

HIGH. IT HAS BEEN A JOY TO TO MOVE ON--AND SPEAKING OF 
WATCH ALL OF YOU GROW AND MOVING ON... I PROMISED T 
MATURE DURING YOUR FOUR WOULD MAKE THIS A SHORT 

YEARS WITH ME, AND I AM SPEECH AND I’VE NOW BEEN 

$0 PROUP TO SEE SO MANY TALKING FOR ALMOST 
OF YOU HERE TODAY, A HALF HOUR. 
REAPY TO GO OUT INTO 
THE WORLD AS 
ADULTS. 


LET'S GET 
ON WITH THE 
GRADUATION 
CEREMONY, 
SHALL We? 


Tat \\ 
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APPARENTLY WINSLOW 
IS RETIRING. IT’S A SHAME 
HE COULDPN’T HAVE DONE 
ITA YEAR OR FOUR 
EARLIER. 


WHAT 
HAPPENED 
TO Bae UR 
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WHATEVER. 
~ JUST BE 
QUICK ABOUT IT. 
a’ 
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SCARED--I'M 
GOOD, I’M NOT TIRED 
OR ANYTHING. YOU’VE 

GOT SOME TIME, GATHER 
UP YOUR THINGS, TOYS, 
FAMILY PHOTOS-- 


BEFORE IT STARTS 
BREAKING 
APART. 


= FOR LIKE TWO HOURS JUST 

TT), BUILDING UP To HIS RETIREMENT 

LULL, ANNOUNCEMENT. WHAT 
A JERK. 


I’M WORRIED 
ABOUT MARK. HE’S 
ALWAYS DISTRACTED-- 


JEEZ, WHEN IS MARK 
GOING TO GET HERE? 
WE’VE BEEN WAITING 
ALMOST TWENTY 
MINUTES. 


HE’S ALWAYS LATE ever since “N 


0 y HIS DAD DIED HE 
‘ NN ee - JUST HASN’T BEEN 


THE SAME, WHICH IS. 
UNPERSTANDABLE-- 
BUT THIS IS MORE 
THAN JUST GRIEF. I 
UNPERSTOOD 
THE GRIEF. 


NOW IT 
SEEMS LIKE HE’S 
ALWAYS GOT SOMEWHERE 
ELSE TO Be. HE’S ALWAYS 
LATE, HE’S ALWAYS LEAVING 
EARLY... HE WAS SKIPPING 
CLASS ALMOST EVERY DAY 
BEFORE WE GRADUATED. 
I’M TELLING YOU-- 
SOMETHING’S UP-- 
SOMETHING IS 
DEFINITELY UP. 


AND HE’S GOT 
A BEEPER ALL OF A 
SUDPEN--I MEAN, WHAT 
COULD THAT BE FOR? THEN 
HE SHOWED UP AT GRADUATION 
YESTERDAY WITH THAT BLACK 
YE... IT MEAN--HE SAID 
HE WAS MUGGED BUT I 
THINK WE ALL KNOW WHAT’S 
REALE GOING 


T A J 
THAT MONEY--MAYBE 
HE’S DOING THIS 
TO SUPPORT 
HIS MOM. 
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SINCE THAT 
INVASION WE SUFFERED 


TWO MONTHS AGO--OUR 
SPACE PROGRAM HAS BECOME 
A MAJOR PRIORITY. THE 
CURRENT BELIEF IS THAT IF 
WE HAVE BETTER SPACE 
TRAVEL CAPABILITIES 
WE WON’T BE QUITE 
AS VULNERABLE 
TO FUTURE 
ATTACKS. 


YOUR FATHER 
IS IN NO SMALL PART 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 
CURRENT CLIMATE OF 
PARANOIA SURROUNDING 
ALIEN INVASION THAT’S 
SWEEPING THE 
NATION. 


OKAY--COOL. mE 
I ALWAYS DID pes 
WANT TO BEAN [ov 
ASTRONAUT. Rs 


THERE’S A 
CATCH. IT IS 
IMPORTANT THAT 
THE AMERICAN 
PEOPLE DON’T 
THINK OUR SPACE 
PROGRAM |S 
DEPENDANT ON 
SUPER-HUMANS, 
$0 YOU WON’T BE 
INVOLVED IN 
ANY KIND OF 
OFFICIAL 
CAPACITY. 


FOR YOU, | 
KID. 


LUCKILY, NASA 
WAS DEVELOPING AND 
DESIGNING LONG RANGE 
SHUTTLES ALREADY AND 
JUST NEEDED FUNDING 
AND GOVERNMENT BACKING-- 
$0 THIS PROGRAM HAS 
COME TOGETHER RATHER 
QUICKLY OVER THE LAST 
FEW WEEKS. 


WE’RE GOING 


ACCOMPANY THE 
TEAM ON THIS MISSION-- 
MAKE SURE NOTHING 
GOES WRONG AND 
THAT THE CREW 
MAKES IT BACK IN 

ONE PIECE. 


YOU’LL BE OUTSIDE 
THE SHUTTLE THE WHOLE 
TIME. I DON’T EVEN WANT 
THE ASTRONAUTS TO 
KNOW YOU’RE THERE 
UNLESS THERE’S AN 
EMERGENCY. 


I ASSUME 
SINCE YOU’RE 
OUT OF SCHOOL 
THIS WON’T BE 
TOO MUCH OF A 
PROBLEM... 


I START 
COLLEGE IN 
TWO WEEKS 

AND A PAY-- 
WHEN WOULD 
\ IT LEeAve? 


THE SECOND 
PART OF THE CATCH 
IS THAT IT’S A PLANNED 
TEN DAY MISSION--BUT 
YOU COULD BE GONE AS 
LONG AS TWO WEEKS. 
EIGHT DAYS ALONE WILL 
Be THE TRIP THERE 
AND BACK. SO YOU’LL 
Be GONE FOR A 
WHILE. 
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‘OU IN 
POSITION? BES 


OUT--I DON’T 
N THINK SO. 


a 
GUESS-- 
I THINK I’M 
GOING TO 


We’LL TALK ABOUT 
IT WHEN YOU GET BACK, %N 
NOW LISTEN--WE’RE GOING 
TO LOSE RADIO CONTACT SOON, 
SO PAY ATTENTION. THERE’S 
SOMETHING I LEFT OUT. THE 
MAIN REASON YOU’RE HERE 
IS BECAUSE OF THE MARTIANS. 
WE KNOW THEY’RE THERE 
BECAUSE OF MARTIAN MAN’S 
INVOLVEMENT WITH THE 


GUARDIANS OF THE GLOBE. ZS 


YEAH--AND 
MY MOM PACKED 
ME SOME SANDWICHES 
FOR THE TRIP. I’M 
TELLING YOU, THOUGH-- 
I HAP TO TELL MY 
GIRLFRIEND MY MOM 
AND IT WERE LEAVING 
TOWN ON A FAMILY 
EMERGENCY--L 
DON’T THINK SHE 
BOUGHT IT. 


THEY'RE NOT a 

AVERY FRIENDLY 
SPECIES--BUT You 4 
SHOULDN'T Have |_| 
To WoRRY ABOUT =| 
THEM, THEY’RE ES 
pe 


A LARGELY 
SOCIETY. 


<\ SUBTERRANEAN 
a a 


THE MISSION 

|S TO COLLECT 
SAMPLES OF MINERALS 
AND THEN GET THE HELL 
OUT OF THERE--SO YOU 


MAKE A PATH, 
PEOPLE--I KNOW 


I’VE BEEN COLLECTING 
MY OTHER-DIMENSIONAL 
COUNTERPARTS. IT SEEMS 
THROUGH SOME LAW OF 
COSMIC BALANCE I AM 
THE ONLY VERSION OF KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR 
E WITH MY UNIQUE 
DIMENSION HOPPING Se re ray 
ABILITIES. 


WHAT LI 
THEY HAVE NEED YOU TO 
ALL COME WILLINGLY-- DO IS FIGURE OUT 
WITH FEW EXCEPTIONS-- A WAY TO TAKE 
AND THEY’VE AGREED TO WHAT'S IN THEI2 
fears ere 
IT INTO . 
. I'VE GOT THEM CAN 
HOUSED IN THIS LOCATION 
IN A DOZEN DIFFERENT 
DIMENSIONS. 


ISOTOPE HERE TELLS ME 
YOU HAVEN’T BEEN EARNING 
LIKE YOU USED TO... SAYS THERE 
ARE EVEN REPORTS OF YOU 
WORKING ALONGSIDE SOME 
COSTUMED CLOWN NAMED 
INVINCIBLE SHORTLY AFTER 
THE INVASION... I FIND 
THIS TO BE VERY 
UNUSUAL. 


I’M SORRY, 
MACHINE HEAP. 
TLL TURN IT 
AROUND--YOU’LL 
See. 
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DISMISSED-- 
{ BUT I’LL BE 
Ud 
YOU... 
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OH, CALM 


alee DOWN--IT’S A 
uct wave SENIORITY THING-- 
GOTTEN TO THAT’S HOW 


G0 FIRST. IT’S ALWAYS 
BEEN. 


f 


WHAT AM I? SURE THEY 
THIRD? NOBODY DO... THE THIRD 
GIVES A CRAP GUY IS STILL 
ABOUT Bie THIRD FAMOUS. 

UY. 


NAME Tue Wa 
THIRP GUY TO F. 


STEP OUT ONTO 

THE MOON. GO 
AHEAD--SAY / 

HIS NAME. 4 
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cone 
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WHAT IS 


; a 
THERE’S OIN: 
SOMETHING ON? 
ON THE--!! 


T KNOW 
GUYS--IT’S 
JUST 

THAT-- 


You 
WILL ALL 
COME WITH 
Me. 


OH CRAP! 
WHERE DID 
THEY GO? 


THEY 
MUST HAVE 
GONE IN 


--POKING 
ee wi WHY ARE AT ME?! 
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SURE-- : i : Ses is 
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I APOLOGIZE FOR THE 
ATTACK. THE SEQUIDS 
HAVE BEEN IN A FRENZY 

SINCE WE BROUGHT 
THE SOLIDS THROUGH 
: HERE. 


THEM INTO 
CUSTOPY. 


YOUR RESISTANCE 
TO THE SEQUID ATTACK 
HAS EARNED YOU AN 
AUDIENCE WITH MONARCH 
PRIME. HE WILL ANSWER 
YOUR QUESTIONS, OR 
HE WILL NOT. 


FINE, TAKE 
ME TO HIM. 
T’LL ASK HIM 
IF LT HAVE 
TO. 


PEOPLE ARE 
UNDER MY 
PROTECTION. 


WAIT A 
MINUTE! ARE 
YOU GUYS 


SPEAKING 
ENGLISH?! 


WHAT 
WAS THAT?! 
DID WE COME CLOSER. 
JUST--?! TI WILL HAVE 
AN AUPIENCE 
WITH YOU. 


ANATTLLINIOSS 


TH ea 
= Me my cA 
\ WLI MT 


GES 
SS 


WERE ON THE ‘RW TMT 
SURFACE? me Oo ee — 


SILENCE! ITISIT WHO W THE SEQUIDS ARRIVED 
WILL ASK THE QUESTIONS, HERE HUNPREPS OF YEARS 
SOLID. YOU WILL LISTEN AGO. AFTER A MALFUNCTION 
TO WHAT I HAVE OF THEIR MOTHER SHIP CAUSED 
TO SAY. IT TO CRASH ON THE SURFACE 
ABOVE US. ALL THEIR 
HOSTS DIED IN THE 
CRASH. 


SEQUIDS HAVE 
ONE MIND--A SINGLE 
CONSCIOUSNESS BETWEEN 
THEM. THEY ARE ONLY 
LINKED THROUGH THE MINDS 
OF THEIR HOSTS. WITHOUT 
A HOST THEY ARE MINDLESS 
BEASTS, EASILY MANIPULATED-- 
THE PERFECT SLAVE THEIR 
RACE. WILL TO BOND 
WITH SOLIDS IS 
INSURMOUNTABLE. 
WE MARTIANS WERE 
INCOMPATIBLE ANP COULD 
NOT BE BONDED WITH THEM 
DUE TO OUR SHAPE-SHIFTING 
ABILITY. WITHOUT A SINGLE 
HOST TO LINK THEIR MINDS 
THEY WERE EASILY 
CONQUEKED. 


THEY HAVE EXISTED 
AS A SLAVE RACE FOR 
ENTURIES--ASSISTING 
US IN ALL ASPECTS OF LIFE. 
WE HAVE BEEN MINDFUL 
OF THE FACT THAT IF EVEN 

ONE SOLID WERE TO BE 
FOUNP ON OUR PLANET-- 
IT COULD MEAN DOOM 
FOR US ALL. 


WE HAVE BEEN BREEDING 
SEQUIDS, MAKING THEM 
STRONGER IN ORDER FOR 
THEM TO BETTER SERVE US. 
WERE THEY TO DISCOVER A 
HOST WHO COULP LINK THEIR 
MINDS I HAVE NO POUBT 

THEY COULD OVERTHROW 
US ALMOST ra 


VY, S ae 


INSTANTLY. HOW Is 
, "ee Cate 
“AS-TRO-NOTS” THEA 
were aBLce JIT 
INTO CUSTODY, TO To resist /— 


PREVENT THEM FROM Tacae 

BEING TAKEN OVER: NN J 
THOUGH, ARE 

SOLIP AS WELL--AND ‘at } 


RESISTED THE SEQUIDS jf i 'g 
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COULD NOT BE —i ! 7A 
» PUNCTURED BY THEIR Ah 
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I GUESS I WAS 
TOO TOUGH FOR 
THEM. I’M NOTA 
IMAN--1’M NOT 
IM EARTH--WELL 
I AM... BUT MY 


VILTRUMITE. 


I HAVE NEVER 
HEARD OF SUCH 
A RACE. | WHERE 

DO YOU 
REALLY 
ORIGINATE? \ IA FAR AWAY 
FROM HERE...A 
PLANET CALLED 
VILTRUM. 


SERIOUSLY 

THOUGH... I WAS SENT 
HERE TO PROTECT THOSE 
ASTRONAUTS. I GOTTA 
MAKE SURE THEY GET HOME 

SAFELY OR MY BOSS IS 
GOING TO BE PISSED. 
IT’S REALLY IMPORTAN 
THAT YOU--Y’“KNOW... 

GIVE THEM 

BACK. 


l& YOU 
CAN TELL Me 
WHERE THEY ARE 
T’LL MAKE SURE T 
GET THEM TO THE 
SURFACE WITHOUT ANY 
SEQUIDS ATTACHING 
TO THEM. I JUST NEED 
TO GET THEM BACK 
TO OUR SHIP SO WE 
CAN LEAVE. 


EXECUTED?! 


r’M 
AFRAID THAT IS 
NOT POSSIBLE. 

THEY ARE 
SCHEDULED TO BE 
EXECUTED. 
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WHO 
CARES! HE’s 
OUR TICKET HOME! 
JUST KEEP 
RUNNING! 
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DIDIT! We 
MARS! 
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FINALLY... 


I DON’T 
THINK I 
COULD’VE HELD 
THAT SHAPE 


7 
3 
fo! aie, 
fr \ Ee Kh en 
LA Ah Re 
CAN IA 
rity / Ty 
fe 
Sis 


A\ 


OH, GOOP--YOU’RE 
AWAKE. I THINK MARK 
MAY BE BACK TODAY OR 
TOMORROW. HIS MOM 
SAID HE'D ONLY BE GONE 
ABOUT TWO WEEKS. 
I’M GOING TO CALL 
AND SEE IF HE’S 
BACK ALREADY. _4 


Y YOU DIDN’T 
HAVE TO SLEEP 
DOWN HERE, Y’KNOW. 
MY PARENTS WILL Be 
GONE ON VACATION 
FOR ANOTHER FEW 
DAYS. YOU COULD 
HAVE SLEPT IN 
MY BED WITH 
Me. 


OR NOT. 
FORGET I 
MENTIONED 
IT... HEH. 
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WILLIAM, 
YOU'RE A 
FUN GUY TO 
BE AROUND--AND 
I LIKE YOU... BUT 
THIS JUST ISN’T 
WORKING 


oN 


I GOT IN LATE 
LAST NIGHT--YOU 
WERE ALREADY 

ASLEEP. 


IT’S NOTHING TO WORRY 
ABOUT, R 


YOU WANT 
ME TO MAKE 
YOU SOME 
BREAKFAST? 


HAVE DINNER 
TOGETHER. 


-1 Y ; A 
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AT IT-- © 
UST KINDA FIGURED IT’S NOT A BIG DEAL. 
0 BUT--IT’S 


| 2 | : A Y; 
pa 


Gin 


YEAH--PRETTY YEAH--I GUESS YOU SURE THAT’S IT? THAT 
MUCH EVERY YOU’RE RIGHT. I YOU’RE JUST NOT PUNCTUAL? 
TIME THAT I CAN DON’T DO IT ON ARE YOU SURE IT’S NOT 
REMEMBER-- U sve Ue SOMETHING ELSE? SOMETHING 
EXCEPT THIS TIME JUST NOT A VERY THAT’S TAKING UP ALOT OF 
OF COURSE YOUR TIME AND ATTENTIO 
HING YOU WON’T 
TELL ME ABOUT... 


WHAT? WHAT 
ARE YOU 
TALKING ABOUT? 
I DON’T... KNOW 
WHAT YOU 
COULD MEAN... 
I JuST-- 


THIS LATER. 
T’LL CALL 
YOU. 


SOME CONDEMNED BUILDINGS THAT WERE 
ALREADY SET FOR DEMOLITION. I THINK HE’S 
JUST TRYING TO GET SOMEONE’S ATTENTION. } 
I FIGURED SINCE THIS WOULD ONLY BE A 
TWENTY-MINUTE JOB, TOPS, YOU WOULDN'T AF 
» MIND HELPING Me OUT SO SOON 4 a 


i> 
S 


HAD HOPED 

ID BEYOU | 
WHO SHOWED 
IN UP. 


Y 
KICKED YOUR BUTT 
TWICE ALREADY 


MACHINE HEAD... HE’S THE TOP CRIME 
BOSS IN THE ENTIRE COUNTRY. NOT MUCH 

HAPPENS WITHOUT HIS SAY SO. POLICE 
CAN’T TOUCH HIM. HE’S GOT TOO MUCH 
FIREPOWER--AND MANPOWER. HE JUST 
SITS IN THERE DOING WHATEVER HE 
PLEASES. MURDER, DRUGS, 
ING... HE DOES 
IT ALL. 


WHOA, WHOA, WHOA! 
I NEED YOUR HELP. I 
AIN’T HERE FOR A FIGHT. 


EVERYTH 


AND DO WHAT WITH HIM? KILL HIM? 
THAT'S NOT YOU GUYS’ STYLE... WELL, 
NOT FOR MOST OF YOU. THE PROBLEM 
IS THAT EVEN IF HE WAS CAUGHT-- 
NOBODY WOULD TESTIFY AGAINST 
HIM--NOBODY WAS BRAVE ENOUGH-- 
UNTIL NOW. I’M READY TO DO 
WHAT IT TAKES TO TAKE 
THIS GUY OUT. 


HOW LONG HAS THIS GONE 
ON? WHY HASN’T SOMEONE 
CONTACTED SOMEONE LIKE 
ME--SOMEONE WITH 
ENOUGH POWER 
TO TAKE HIM 


ALSO, IT’S 
HARD GETTING 
YOU GUYS ON BOARD 
FOR STUFF LIKE THIS. 

YOU DON’T EXACTLY 
HAVE A HOTLINE Y'KNOW. 
ALL I KNOW IS I’M FED 
UP--I GOTTA TAKE THIS 
GUY DOWN AND I 


IT AIN’T GOING TO BE EASY. 

ABOUT A YEAR AGO--I GOT 
FED UP WITH HIM. I GOT HIM 
ALONE IN A PARK IN NEW YORK, 

BEAT HIM NEAR TO DEATH. A 
CAPES CREW INTERVENED... 
STOPPED ME FROM KILLING 
HIM. SINCE THEN HE’S 
RARELY WITHOUT 
BODY GUARDS. 


COOL--WELL IF We’RE 
GONNA DO THIS, IT 
SHOULD BE NOW, AND 
IF IT’S GOING TO BE 
NOW, I’M GOING TO 
NEED A NEW SHELL. 
THIS ONE’S BUSTED 
UP TOO MUCH 
ALREADY. 


YEAH. 
SEEMS LIKE 
HE’S SINCERE. 


I SAY GO FOR 
IT. YOU ARE WITH YOUR 
INVINCIBLE. POWERS--IT’D 
WHAT COULD BE EASY TO 
GO WRONG? SURPRISE THEM, 


CATCH THEM OFF 
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$0, WHAT DO YOU PLAN 
TO DO AFTER THIS? YOU 
COULD MAKE MONEY 
WORKING FOR THE 
GUARDIANS OF 
THE GLOBE. 
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LISTEN--YOU NEVER 


THIS AIN'T EXACTLY 
COMFORTABLE, 
Y/KNOW? 


OH, AND 
ABaUT You 
CARRYING 


YOU MEAN GO STRAIGHT? 
YOU PON’T REALLY GET IT, DO 
YOU? YOU GUYS RISK YOUR 
LIVES FOR NOTHING... IT’S 
DANGEROUS. EVERY ONE 
OF YOUR VILLAINS IS Out TO 
KILL YOU. AS LONG AS WE 
DON’T GET TOO WRAPPED THE 
UP IN REVENGE, AND START GUARPIANS 
WASTING OUR TIME GOING ARE A FINE GIG, 
AFTER YOU GUYS... BUT I DOUBT THEY’RE 
OUR LIVES ARE LOOKING TO HIRE 
CAREFREE. 


THAT MONEY, YOU 
KNOW WHAT I’M 
SAYIN’? 


ANYWAY. WE JUST STEAL 
STUFF, TEAR STUFF UP, AND 
HAVE A GOOD TIME. EVERY TIME 

ONE OF YOU HEROES COMES 
AFTER US, WE KNOW YOU’RE NOT 

TRYING TO KILL US, THE VILLAIN 
SIDE OF THIS IS RISK FREE, UNTIL 

THEY START BUILDING BETTER 

PRISONS, THAT IS... BUT NO 
MATTER HOW TOUGH THEY MAKE 
THOSE THINGS THEY’LL NEVER 
WORK. YOU PUT THAT MANY 
SUPER-POWERED VILLAINS 
IN ONE PLACE AND I 
GUARANTEE YOU-- 
SOMETHING WILL 

GO WRONG. 


THE SIDE 
OF THE ANGELS 
IS FOR RUBES, MY 
FRIEND. IT’S A FOOL'S 
GAME. YOU'VE GOT 
EVERYTHING 
WORKING AGAINST, 
U. 


THANKS, 
BUT NO 
THANKS. 


OF COURSE... 

AFTER TODAY-- 
I PROBABLY WON’T 
HAVE TOO MANY 
FRIENDS ON THE 
OTHER SIDE. SO 
WHO KNOWS... 


ME LIKE THIS... 


THIS IS 
$0-- 


CAN YOU BRING ’ CERTAINLY 


ME THE SECOND Ze) SIR. RIGHT 
QUARTER REVENUE ve AWAY, 
REPORTS? I NEED yeh Y SIR. 

AN 
SOMETHING 
OUT. Y 
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YOU USED A 
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Boys. 
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pret FIRST UP IS BNATTACK. ’ 
INTROPUCE STRAIGHT EROM 
YOU. Me ae cone, RUSSIA COMES 
waNT To gUINTHE KURSK: He's GOT 
SURPRISE. 
ELECTRICITY POWERS. 
T’M NOT CLEAR ON 
THE SPECIFICS... HE’S 
PEAPLY, AND THAT'S 
REALLY ALL THAT 
MATTERS. 


MAKE SURE YOUR NECK 
DOESN’T MEET ONE 
OF HIS WEAPONS 
AT THE WRONG 
ANGLE. 


i. 
Me. YOU GUYS ARE 
GOING TO HAVE 
A HOT TIME 
TODAY. 
ALOT THESE 
DAYS. 


INVINCIBLE. 


I PROBABLY 
COULD HAVE 


GOTTEN 
SUPERPATRIOT 
F YOU HAD 


I’M NOT KNOWN 


600P, 
THEN I WON'T 
WORRY ABOUT 
HOLDING BACK 
AT ALL. 
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"INVINCIBLE 
PUNCH?" 
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YOU RUINED Me! 
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OH, MAN. 
I DON’T HAVE 
ENOUGH 
ENERGY FOR 
THIS... 


h 
\ IMPRESSIVE. 
YOU COULD BE 
THE STRONGEST 
THING IN THIS 
WORLD... 


1’D SAY YOU 
REEn re 
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SCRATCH 
THAT LAST 
PART. 


OUR PEOPLE 
OUT OF 
HERE! 
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ISOTOPE-- 
GET ve out 
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r MONSTER 
lRL, LIFT Your ™ 


LEFT ARM ABOUT 
FOUR CENTIMETERS. 
THE RESULTING SHIFT 
IN WEIGHT SHOULD-- 
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Parking in Rear 


.-WE LET HIM GO. TITAN 
PROVED HIS WORTH TODAY 
IN HELPING US TAKE DOWN 

MACHINE HEAP. HE WAS 

ONLY EVER WANTED FOR 

ROBBERY INVOLVEMENT. 

HIS RECORD IS SQUEAKY 

CLEAN FOR A SUPER- 
VILLAIN. 
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THEY’RE IN BAD SHAPE. I DON’T 
KNOW HOW THIS BATTLE BEAST 
CHARACTER GOT MIXED UP WITH 
MACHINE HEAD BUT HE WAS A 
REAL HEAVYWEIGHT. THESE 
TWO WILL BE HERE FOR 

WEEKS, AT THE VERY 
LEAST. 


I HAD 
NO IDEA THIS. 
A U. ION. 
sind eee \€ I HAD I WOULDN'T 
TO GET THROUGH HAVE LET YOU 
THAT WITH ONLY GO IT ALONE. 
SOME MINOR BRUISES. SORRY, KID. 
YOU’RE FREE TO LEAVE 
ANY TIME YOU'RE READY. 
WE’VE LOOKED YOU 
OVER AND YOU DON’T 
SEEM TO HAVE 
ANY INTERNAL 
DAMAGE. 


YOU, ON 


A TWO-WEEK TRIP 
TO MARS, FOLLOWED 
BY THIS. I GOTTA 
EARN THAT PAY 
SOMEHOW, 
RIGHT? 


OH, YEAH. MOM BOUGHT 
A DISHWASHER--AND A CAR 
WHILE I WAS GONE. I’M GOING 
TO BE USING THE REST 
FOR MY BOOKS. 


LET’S HOPE. 
THOUGH ALMOST 
ANYTHING WOULD 
Be AN IMPROVEMENT 
OVER THE LAST 
FEW MONTHS. 


COLLEGE-- 
THOSE WERE 
THE DAYS. 


—F 


I START 
COLLEGE IN 


YOU’RE, 
UH... IN MY 
ROOM. WHAT 
WOULD WILLIAM 
THINK? 
{=~ 


(IT’S 
IMPORTANT. 
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BUT ONCE 
THAT’S OUT 
OF THE WAY-- 
WE CAN GET 
DOWN TO 
BUSINESS. 
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IT’S GOING 
TO TAKE SOME 
CLEANING 

UP. 
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YOU’LL BE THAT 
LEADER. 


ENTIRE INNER CIRCLE ARE OUT 

OF THE PICTURE. THE REST OF 

HIS MEN WILL FALL INTO LINE-- 
THEY’LL NEED ALEADER. 


issue 13, followed by a series of guest 
covers, including ones by Frank Cho, 


: +e ) 
Mike Wieringo, and a couple more 


over as regular cover artist with issue 


D. 
18. On this page you should see his 


_ sketches for the covers to 18, 19, and 


* 20 (which should be in the next TPB 


_ but it’s drawn on the same page as the 
| issue 19 sketch). | think Ryan’s done 
~ a bang up job on his covers. He even 
- set us up with a sweet cover for this 
- volume on the first try, and a quick look 
_ back at the sketchbook sections for 


~ volumes 1-3 will reveal that this is the 


_ first time that’s happened. 


Ampere 


Former 
3-year ald 
Lpom tHe Fok 


Some random sketches of stuff. It’s always nice to see Allen the alien. He’s one of my favorites in the be ea 
book. Also on this page, a new design for Amber. When Amber made her second appearance inissue8 
_ (her first was in issue 4, go look) | thought she looked a little off. | believe my exact words to Ryan were ~ 


ss “She’s dressed like an 8 year-old from the ‘70s.” | know what you’re thinking, and yes, | am horrible to :. hy . Pa 


+ 
4 pretty neat, a bit of a departure from how the book looks, and that’s be bg Bt 
always fun. The brownish sketches of Invincible were done at the San De = 


: _ Diego Comic-Con 2004. | think Ryan was trying out a new pen he was 
_ given. And the new Shrinking Ray costume. | had planned to introduce t¥ 
- Shrinking Ray for a while (I’m pretty sure Cory came up with that name). Oe D 
When it came time for him to appear in issue 9, | whipped up a quick fy 


Dd 
- design for his costume that was very VERY loosely based on the classic | 


that he should design a new costume and what do you know, he made the 
- character look GREAT! 


SHRINKING Ray 


- Issue 15 was a lot of fun. 
looking design for Aquarus for issue 7. Dave Johnson, design GOD 
__ that he is, took my crap and turned him into one of the coolest looking 

_ fish-guys around. Since then | knew | had to revisit that world we saw 
on one page in that issue. Having Ryan design new guys based on 
_ Aquarus’ look was a real hoot. From sexy females to dopey guys, Ryan 


- fose ring thing would look ridiculous, hence the little sketch there. .. A 


| had done a fairly goofy, and non-fish 


really knocked the ball out of the park. For that issue, | had estab- 


_ lished that Mark could hold his breath for a long time, but | wanted him 
__ to be able to talk and seem comfortable under water so | came up with 
~ some sort of mechanical gill thing that would go up his nose. That way 

. we could see his mouth moving and it wouldn’t obstruct his face in 


any way. | pictured it looking like two nose plugs, barely visible inside — 


~ his nose, with a little bar connecting the two, like a discreet nose ring. = 
Ryan said that would look stupid, and wanted to design a whole mask 
for him. | said, “if you’re sure it’ll look stupid, go ahead, but! wantto = 


see a sketch.” In the sketch he wanted to MAKE SURE | realized the ~ 
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' - debuting in the Free Comic Book Day story and B 
_ returning in issue 19. See the first one... see d 
a . what | have to deal with? That’s the kind of ee 

Py _ crap | have to put up with all the time! ‘yy 


Hank 
AnD 
Tim-TIM 


Pve got big plans for Mars, issue 18 is only the tip of the iceberg. | know it 
_ seems like I’ve got too much going on and not enough happening in this book, 
what with the seventy nine subplots currently going in the book, but hey... when 
__ Stuff starts going down you people are going to be in heaven and all these issues 
will have been worth it, and then some. Ryan took Cliff Rathburn’s design for 
- Martian Man from issue 7 and really ran with it. Oh, and the guy on the next 
_ to last page of issue 18 is noticing his costume is WRONG, and he’s FIXING it, 
- because he’s a shape-shifter stow away. Man did | hear about that one! Oh, and 
_ over on the next page you should see Ryan’s original page 1 for issue 18. | like 
things about it, but those people in the foreground just didn’t look at all scared 
_ that their apartment was caving in. So | had Ryan redraw it, because we’re 
horrible to each other. 
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«© So sometimes | come to a ~ 


4 do something drastic in the : 7 
book. Like when | realized =~ 


very large rogues gallery... so 7 
| introduced four new villains - 
in issue 19. Before | had been _ . 
focusing on Mark and Nolan, — q 
preparing for the big reveal in ~ , 
issues 11 and 12. Itdidn’tseem » |” 
that important to have villains — - 
running around all over the “3 F 
: place in the book. After that - — 
stuff was out of the way, | a 
decided I'd make it a point to © ~ 
put in more bad guys... cool oa 
bad guys, guys that could actu- » - ° 
ally hurt Invincible if they tried ‘es 
s 

oa 


really hard. | think Magnattack . 
is my favorite. Either him or «©. 
the Tether Tyrant, who, despite re 
popular belief, does NOT have a 
~ silly name. 


BUBBLE GUM (or something) coming out of his chest. How can you not like THAT? Also on this page is Ryan’s design for Isotope. He’s a , 
* a funny looking dude. | honestly have no idea how Ryan came up with his look... it’s so, unique. We should be seeing more of this guy be 


¥ 

Oe 

* 
Im'a hd 
_ Speaking of Tether Tyrant, here’s Ryan’s design for him and a really cool drawing Ryan did of him. This guy is just too cool. He’s got ye og 


* 
an 
as time goes on. With that, | bring this sketchbook section to a close. Hope you enjoyed the ride, thanks for playing! y* 


-Robert Kirkman 


SUPERHERO 


After the cataclysmic events of 
Invincible: Volume 3, Mark is left 
to pick up the pieces of his life. 
Everything is different now. His 
family, his friends, his colleagues. 
The world is very strange and 
unfamiliar to our young superhero. 
He is now faced with insurmountable 
odds, countless super-villains, other 
worldly threats, and graduating high 
school. Nobody told him being a 
superhero would be easy, but nobody 
told him it’d be this hard either. 


Reprinting issues 14-19 of the Eisner Award 


nominated series, along with the story from the 


Image Comics Summer Special. 


